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Quotable Quotes... 



Arthur Wallis 

"Apostolic preaching is not 
marked by its beautiful dic- 
tion, or literary polisin, or clev- 
erness of expression, but 
operates "in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power." 



Rowland Hill 

"Rash preaching, disgusts; 
timid preaching, leaves poor 
souls fast asleep; bold 
preaching is the only preach- 
ing that is owned of God." 



Leonard Ravenhlll 

"Finney preached and some- 
times the whole congregation 
would get up and leave! that's 
good preaching." 



Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

"I would say that a 'dull 
preacher' is a contradiction in 
terms; if he is dull he is not a 
preacher. He may stand in a 
pulpit and talk, but he is cer- 
tainly not a preacher." 



C.H. Spurgeon 

"Preach not calmly and qui- 
etly as though you were 
asleep, but preach with fire 
and pathos and passion." 



From the Editor... 



Vision 




WE NEED FIERY, FORCEFUL, full gospel preaching in our 
times. Most preachers are saying nothing in the pulpits, we 
need a voice from heaven that will rivet and rebuke us and 
call us to repentance. There needs to be preaching that is 
"owned" by God and only that type of preaching will effect us 
for eternity. Generation after generation of faithful preachers 
are ready to rise up in the judgement day against us, myriad's 
of angels that delivered the "law of God" faithfully will rise 
up in the judgement day against our modern day preachers of 
the gospel. The gospel that does not offend will not offer salvation to the hearers. A gospel 
that does not bring offense will not save anyone but will rather beget false converts in the 
church of God. 

The seraphic John Bunyan brought multitudes to Christ by the God ordained method of 
preaching a man-debasing, God exalting gospel: "In my preaching of the Word, I took special 
notice of this one thing, namely, that the Lord did lead me to begin where His Word begins 
with sinners; that is, to condemn all flesh, and to open and allege that the curse of God, by the 
Law, doth belong to and lay hold on all men as they come into the world, because of sin." 

William Tyndale the famous Bible translator offers us no less advice: "Be cold, sober, wise, 
circumspect. Keep yourself low by the ground avoiding high questions. Expound the Law 
truly and open the veil of Moses to condemn all flesh and prove all men sinners, and set at 
broach the mercy of our Lord Jesus, and let wounded consciences drink of Him." May we 
follow the narrow path of Cross preaching that these men of God preached in "condemning 
all flesh." 

John Wesley is blunt in his whole hearted belief that: "Before I can preach love, mercy, and 
grace, I must preach sin. Law, and judgment." Most preachers in our day if we can call them 
that! do not have the stomach or palette to deliver such strong preaching. But alas! this type of 
preaching is the only remedy for the lost world of sinners. People pleasing preachers in North 
America are bringing more people to hell then all the other false world systems. May God get 
a hold of some men that will preach a strong, searing, salvation message to this generation of 
believers and unbelievers. Men that fear God more then man. The time is short. 

In Christ, 

Greg Gordon 



"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they 
said, we will not walk therein." -Jeremiah 6:16 

The Old Paths Magazine is a free monthly periodical that 
is made available for the entire body of Christ. The main 
focus of the periodical is to propagate and promote the 
message of genuine biblical revival to this generation. 
This chief aim is expressed through many voices from 
Christian history Copies of this periodical can be made 
for free distribution without permission. 



Staff 



Senior Editor - Greg Gordon 
Proof Readers - Joy Courville 



Contact 

You can contact The Old Paths editorial staff by writing 
to the address below: 

The Old Paths 
RO. Box 584 

Regina, SK, 
Canada, S4P 3A3 

Email the editors at: 
sermonindex@gmail.com 

Subscribe to the magazine at: 
www.oldpathsmag.com 
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True Spirituality 



THE ONE THING THAT marks out a true man of 
God is not that he holds a particular doctrine - but 
rather that he does not seek his own. Paul says in 
Phil. 2:19-21 that most of his co-workers were still 
seeking their own, and that therefore he could not 
send them to Philippi. Timothy however was a glo- 
rious exception. Paul's co-workers had all their doc- 
trines perfectly right, no doubt. Yet they sought their 
own. They may even have considered themselves 
righteous and spiritually superior to others around 
them. Yet Paul could see through the shallowness of 
their 'righteousness'. The same situation persists 
today. The one thing that all truly great men of God 
have had in common, through the centuries of 
Christian history, is this: that they did not seek their 
own. It is not the finer points of doctrine that made 
them men of God, but rather this one common fac- 
tor - that they did not seek their own. Some may not 
have had as accurate an understanding of the truth 
as we have. But their spirituality lay in the fact that 
they selflessly sought the kingdom of God, accord- 
ing to the light that they had, in their day and gen- 
eration. 

We should read and be challenged by biographies of 
men like Hudson Taylor, C. T. Studd, David Brain- 
erd, William Carey, William Booth, Jim Elliot etc. to 
move out of our self-centred, family-centred, com- 
fort loving, materialistic Christianity, into a life of 
devotion to Christ. If we walk in the light and seek 
to discover the self-centredness that defiles most of 
our actions and decisions, and judge ourselves ruth- 
lessly in those areas, then little by little we shall see 
this giant overcome and slain. Jesus once told Peter 
that he was expressing Satan's thoughts, soon after 
telling him about the building of the church. The 
church that the gates of Hades cannot overcome is a 
church that is built on those who seek God's inter- 
ests and not their own. 



Praying Pulpit Begets a 
Praying Pew 

WHERE ARE THE CHRISTLY leaders who can 
teach the modern saints how to pray and put them 
at it? Do we know we are raising up a prayerless set 
of saints? Where are the apostolic leaders who can 
put God's people to praying? Let them come to the 
front and do the work, and it will be the greatest 
work which can be done. An increase of educational 
facilities and a great increase of money force will be 
the direst curse to religion if they are not sanctified 
by more and better praying than we are doing. More 
praying will not come as a matter of course. The 
campaign for the twentieth or thirtieth century fund 
will not help our praying but hinder if we are not 
careful. Nothing but a specific effort from a praying 
leadership will avail. The chief ones must lead in the 
apostolic effort to radiate the vital importance and 
fact of prayer in the heart and life of the Church. 
None but praying leaders can have praying follow- 
ers. Praying apostles will beget praying saints. A 
praying pulpit will beget praying pews. We do 
greatly need somebody who can set the saints to this 
business of praying. We are not a generation of 
praying saints. Non-praying saints are a beggarly 
gang of saints who have neither the ardor nor the 
beauty nor the power of saints. Who will restore this 
breach? The greatest will he be of reformers and 
apostles, who can set the Church to praying. 

We put it as our most sober judgment that the great 
need of the Church in this and all ages is men of 
such commanding faith, of such unsullied holiness, 
of such marked spiritual vigor and consuming zeal, 
that their prayers, faith, lives, and ministry will be 
of such a radical and aggressive form as to work 
spiritual revolutions which will form eras in indi- 
vidual and Church life. God can work wonders if 
he can get a suitable man. Men can work wonders if 
they can get God to lead them. The full endowment 
of the spirit that turned the world upside down 
would be eminently useful in these latter days. 



Back To The Cross 



WE ARE IN THE LAST HOURS of this dispensa- 
tion. The hand of the clock is approaching the hour 
of twelve. It is the dark hour of midnight, but the 
darkest hour is just before the dawn. The Church is 
rapidly drifting into a state of apostasy, further and 
further away from God. Dark forces have been lib- 
erated which are producing as evil an effect upon 
the Church as upon the world. 

The Cross of Christ is the light that will illuminate 
the present darkness. We need a fresh revelation of 
sin, for it is through sin that we have lost our way, 
and it is through Christ's death on the Cross that we 
are won back and restored to God. See I Peter iii. 
18 — "Christ... hath once suffered for sins. ..that He 
might bring us to God." The reason why many lose 
the sense of the sinfulness of sin is that they get 
away from the reality of Christ's atoning death, for it 
is only at the Cross that we get a vision of the 
depths and misery of sin. 

Calvary is a revelation of man's hatred to God's 
authority — a hatred which manifested itself in the 
blackest, darkest deed ever committed. We are told 
that the Cross is the "Touchstone of Faith"; that is 
blessedly true! but it is also true that it is the crite- 
rion of the human heart. It reveals man in his true 
character. The Church has lost sight of the Cross, 
and has therefore lost sight of the awfulness of sin. 
She has wandered from the place where sin is seen 
in God's light, and where the soul is led to cry out, "I 
have crucified my Lord." What astonishes one in 
these days is the sin in the Church. How awful it is 
that Christians can sin and be unmoved by it! God's 
people are sinning — sinning in the heart, sinning in 
the mind, sinning in the pulpit, sinning in the 
pew, — sinning in spite of Calvary and of all that the 
Bible reveals of the horror and degradation of sin! 
Child of God! go back to Calvary and take the sin- 
ner's place. Let the Cross melt the hardness and 
cause the tears to flow! 



Zac Poonen - Bro. Zac Poonen was formerly an 
Indian Naval Officer who has been serving the Lord 
in India for the -past 40 years as a Bible-teacher and 
elder having responsibility for a number of churches. 



E.M. Bounds (1835-1913) - A Methodist ministry 
used by God to write many book on prayer which have 
become classical works. His chief work is the book 
"Power Through Prayer". 



Watchman Nee (1903-1972) - Started a movement 
of churches in China in the early 1900's. Wrote many 
profound books that still are cherished in our modern 
day church. 
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Have Faith in God 



''These are days when we need to have our faith strengthened, when we need to 
know God. God has designed that the just shall live by faith..." 



Be Thou Removed 

"FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, That whosoever 
shall say unto this mountain. Be thou removed, and 
be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those things which he 
saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever 
he saith. Therefore I say unto you. What things so- 
ever ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them" (Mark 11:23, 24). 

These are days when we need to have our faith 
strengthened, when we need to know God. God has 
designed that the just shall live by faith. Any man 
can be changed by faith, no matter how he may be 
fettered. I know that God's word is sufficient. One 
word from Him can change a nation. His word is 
from everlasting to everlasting. It is through the 
entrance of this everlasting Word, this incorruptible 
seed, that we are born again, and come into this 
wonderful salvation. Man cannot live by bread 
alone, but must live by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. This is the food of faith. 



"Faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God." 

Everywhere men are trying to discredit the Bible 
and take from it all the miraculous. One preacher 
says, "Well, you know, Jesus arranged beforehand to 
have that colt tied where it was, and for the men to 
say just what they did." I tell you God can arrange 
everything without going near. He can plan for you, 
and when He plans for you, all is peace. All things 
are possible if you will believe. 

There Is Nothing Impossible 

Another preacher said, "It was an easy thing for 
Jesus to feed the people with five loaves. The loaves 
were so big in those days that it was a simple matter 
to cut them into a thousand pieces each." But He 
forgot that one little boy brought those five loaves 
all the way in his lunch basket. There is nothing 
impossible with God. All the impossibility is with us 
when we measure God by the limitations of our 
unbelief. 



We have a wonderful God, a God whose ways are 
past finding out, and whose grace and power are 
limitless. I was in Belfast one day and saw one of the 
brethren of the assembly. He said to me, "Wiggles- 
worth, I am troubled. I have had a good deal of 
sorrow during the past five months. I had a woman 
in my assembly who could always pray the blessing 
of heaven down on our meetings. She is an old 
woman, but her presence is always an inspiration. 
But five months ago she fell and broke her thigh. 
The doctors put her into a plaster cast, and after five 
months they broke the cast. But the bones were not 
properly set and so she fell and broke the thigh 
again." 

Believe That Ye Receive 

"What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." De- 
sire toward God, and you will have desires from 
God; and He will meet you on the line of those de- 
sires when you reach out in simple faith. 
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A man came to me in one of my meetings who had 
seen other people healed and wanted to be healed, 
too. He explained that his arm had been fixed in a 
certain position for many 
years and he could not 
move it. "Got any faith?" I 
asked. He said he had a lot 
of faith. After prayer he was 
able to swing his arm round 
and round. But he was not 
satisfied and complained, "I 
feel a little bit of trouble just 
there," pointing to a certain 
place. "Do you know what 
is the trouble with you?" He 
answered, "No." I said, "Im- 
perfect faith." "What things soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive there, anal ye shall 
have them." 

Did You Believe Before You Were Saved? 

Did you believe before you were saved? So many 
people would be saved, but they want to feel saved 
first. There was never a man who felt saved before 
he believed. God's plan is always this, if you will 
believe, you shall see the glory of God. I believe God 
wants to bring us all to a definite place of unswerv- 
ing faith and confidence in Himself. 

Jesus here uses the figure of a mountain. Why does 
He say a mountain? Because, if faith can remove a 
mountain, it can remove anything. The plan of God 
is so marvelous, that if you will only believe, all 
things are possible. 

There is one special phrase to which I want to call 
your attention, "And shall not doubt in his heart." 
The heart is the mainspring. See that young man 
and young woman. They have fallen in love at first 
sight. In a short while there is a deep affection, and a 
strong heart love, the one toward the other. What is 
a heart of love? A heart of faith. Faith and love axe 
kin. In the measure that that young man and that 
young woman love one another they are true. One 
may go to the North and the other to the South, but 
because of their love they will be true to each other. 

A Man Who Is Born Of God 

It is the same when there is a deep love in the heart 
toward the Lord Jesus Christ. In this new life into 
which God has brought us, Paul tells us that we 
have become dead to the law by the body of Christ, 
that we should be married to another, even to Him 
who is raised from the dead. God brings us into a 
place of perfect love and perfect faith. A man who is 
born of God is brought into an inward affection, a 
loyalty to the Lord Jesus that shrinks from anything 
impure. You see the purity of a man and woman 
when there is a deep natural affection between 
them; they disdain the very thought of either of 
them being untrue. I say that, in the measure that a 
man has faith in Jesus, he is pure. He that believes 
that Jesus is the Christ overcomes the world. It is a 
faith that works by love. 



''Everywhere men are try- 
ing to discredit the Bible 
and take from it all the 
miraculous,./' 



Just as we have heart fellowship with our LORD our 
faith cannot be daunted. We cannot doubt in our 
hearts. There comes, as we go on with God, a won- 
derful association, an im- 
partation of His very life 
and nature within. As we 
read His Word and believe 
the promises that He has so 
graciously given to us, we 
are made partakers of His 
// very essence and life. The 

Lord is made to us a Bride- 
groom, and we are His 
bride. His words to us are 
spirit and life, transforming 
us and changing us, expel- 
ling that which is natural and bringing in that which 
is divine. 

Impossible To Comprehend 

It is impossible to comprehend the love of God as 
we think on natural lines. We must have the revela- 
tion from the Spirit of God. God giveth liberally. He 
that asketh, receiveth. God is willing to bestow on 
us all things that pertain to life and godliness. Oh, it 
was the love of God that brought Jesus. And it is 
this same love that helps you and me to believe. In 
every weakness God will be your strength. You who 
need His touch, remember 
that He loves you. Look, 
wretched, helpless, sick one, 
away to the God of all grace, 
whose very essence is love, 
who delights to give liber- 
ally all the inheritance of life 
and strength and power that 
you are in need of. 



When I was in Switzerland 
the Lord was graciously 
working and healing many 
of the people. I was staying 

with Brother Reuss of Goldiwil and two policemen 
were sent to arrest me. The charge was that I was 
healing the people without a license. Mr. Reuss said 
to them, "I am sorry that he is not here just now. He 
is holding a meeting about two miles away, but 
before you arrest him let me show you something." 
Brother Reuss took these two policemen down to 
one of the lower parts of that district, to a house 
with which they were familiar, for they had often 
gone to that place to arrest a certain woman, who 
was repeatedly put in the prison because of con- 
tinually being engaged in drunken brawls. He took 
them to this woman and said to them, "This is one 
of the many cases of blessing that have come 
through the ministry of the man you have come to 
arrest. This woman came to our meeting in a 
drunken condition. Her body was broken, for she 
was ruptured in two places. While she was drunk, 
the evangelist laid his hands on her and asked God 
to heal her and deliver her." The woman joined in, 
"Yes, and God saved me, and I have not tasted a 
drop of liquor since." The policemen had a warrant 



for my arrest, but they said with disgust, "Let the 
doctors do this kind of thing." They turned and 
went away and that was the last we heard of them. 

We have a Jesus that heals the broken-hearted, who 
lets the captives go free, who saves the very worst. 
Dare you, dare you, spurn this glorious Gospel of 
God for spirit, soul and body? Dare you spurn this 
grace? I realize that this full Gospel has in great 
measure been hid, this Gospel that brings liberty, 
this Gospel that brings souls out of bondage, this 
Gospel that brings perfect health to the body, this 
Gospel of entire salvation. Listen again to this word 
of Him who left the glory to bring us this great sal- 
vation, "Verily I say unto you. That whosoever shall 
say unto this mountain. Be thou removed, he shall 
have whatsoever he saith." Whatsoever! 

I realize that God can never bless us on the lines of 
being hardhearted, critical or unforgiving. This will 
hinder faith quicker than anything. I remember 
being at a meeting where there were some people 
tarrying for the Baptism-seeking for cleansing, for 
the moment a person is cleansed the Spirit will fall. 
There was one man with eyes red from weeping 
bitterly. He said to me, "I shall have to leave. It is no 
good my stayin. I have written a letter to my 
brother-in-law, and filled it with hard words, and 
this thing must first be straightened out." He went 
home and told his wife, 
'T'm going to write a letter 
to your brother and ask 
him to forgive me for 
writing to him the way I 
did." "You fool!" she said. 
"Never mind," he replied, 
"this is between God and 
me, and it has got to be 
cleared away." He wrote 
the letter and came again, 

and straightway God 

filled him with the Spirit. 

Bring Everything To The Light 

I believe there are a great many people who would 
be healed, but they are harboring things in their 
hearts that are as a blight. Let these things go. For- 
give, and the Lord will forgive you. There are many 
good people, people that mean well, but they have 
no power to do anything for God. There is just some 
little thing that came in their hearts years ago, and 
their faith has been paralyzed ever since. Bring eve- 
rything to the light. God will sweep it all away if 
you will let Him. Let the precious blood of Christ 
cleanse from all sin. If you will but believe, God will 
meet you and bring into your lives the sunshine of 
His love. 



Smith Wigglesworth (1859-1947) - 7s considered 
the -pioneer of the modern Pentecostal faith. Known as 
the "Apostle of Faith" he made a dramatic impact in 
England and abroad to this day. 



"I realize that God can 
never bless us on the lines 
of being hardhearted, 
critical or unforgiving. 
This will hinder faith../' 
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The Outpouring 
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"Do we need it? Listen! 
Sunday after Sunday? O 




many of our churches are Unore than half empty 
like the world we are becoming!... " 



Wales Was Aflame 

IT WAS 1904. ALL Wales was aflame. 
The nation had drifted far from God. 
The spiritual conditions were low 
indeed. Church attendance was poor. 
And sin abounded on every side. 

Suddenly, like an unexpected tornado, 
the Spirit of God swept over the land. 
The Churches were crowded so that 
multitudes were unable to get in. 
Meetings lasted from ten in the morn- 
ing until twelve at night. Three defi- 
nite services were held each day. Evan 
Roberts was the human instrument, 
but there was very little preaching. 
Singing, testimony, and prayer, were 
the chief features. There were no 
hymn books; they had learnt the 
hymns in childhood. No choir, for 
everybody sang. No collection; and no 
advertising. 



Nothing had ever come over Wales 
with such far-reaching results. Infidels 
were converted, drunkards, thieves, 
and gamblers saved; and thousands 
reclaimed to respectability. Confes- 
sions of awful sins were heard on 
every side. Old debts were paid. The 
theatre had to leave for want of pa- 
tronage. Mules in the coal mines re- 
fused to work, being unused to kind- 
ness. In five weeks 20,000 joined the 
Churches. 

Do We Need It? 

Do we need it? Listen! How many of 
our churches are more than half 
empty Sunday after Sunday? What a 
multitude there are who never enter 
God's house? How many mid-week 
prayer meetings are alive and pros- 
perous? Where is the hunger for spiri- 
tual things? Oh, the shame of it! 



And Missions—the lands beyond the 
seas, heathen darkness—what are we 
doing? Does the fact that multitudes 
are perishing ever cause us an anxious 
thought? Have we grown selfish? 

What about the tremendous wealth 
that God has given us? Take the 
United States as an example, the rich- 
est nation in the world today, and the 
major portion of her wealth in the 
hands of professing Christians. And 
yet the United States spent more on 
gum in one year than she spent on 
Missions. How many Christians are 
giving God even the tenth of what He 
gives them ? 

Like The World We Are Becoming 

How many professing Christians are 
living the Christ-life before men? Oh, 
how like the world we are becoming! 
How little opposition do we find! 



Where are the persecutions that were 
heaped on the Early Church? How 
easy it is now to be a Christian! 

Countless Church Activities 

And what of the Ministry? Does the 
minister grip, convert, and save by his 
message? How many souls are won 
through the preaching of the Word? 
Oh, my friends, we are loaded down 
with countless Church activities, while 
the real work of the Church, that of 
evangelizing the world and winning 
the lost, is almost entirely neglected. 



Oswald J. Smith (1989-1986) - 

Advocate for missions and the spread- 
ing of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Wrote 
many hymns and hooks. 
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The Model ChufS 




'7n the model Church, the people will love to pray. They will love thatrpore thar$ 
anything else. They would rather go to a prayer meeting... " 



The One RuUng Consideration 

"AND WHEN THEY had prayed the 
place was shaken where they were 
assembled together." Acts 4:31. Here 
you will find an account of the model 
church - the Church as Jesus would 
have it be. Note for a moment the 
characteristics of that Church. "And 
when they had prayed the place was 
shaken ..." These people knew how to 
pray. That is evident. Their Church 
was in truth the House of Prayer. 
There was great unity within that 
Church. They were "of one heart and 
one soul." They were concentrated as 
well as consecrated. They gave of their 
substance freely. They were generous 
souls within that Church. There was 
great grace there also. And surely 
there was great power. "And with 
great power gave the Apostles witness 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus." 



Note the five great fundamentals 
which go to make up the model 
Church of Jesus Christ: Prayer, Unity, 
Generosity, Grace, and Power. If you 
want your Church to come up to the 
Apostolic standard, it must possess all 
these characteristics. 

In the model Church, the people will 
love to pray. They will love that more 
than anything else. They would rather 
go to a prayer meeting than to a place 
of entertainment. When the Church of 
God uses the Apostolic standard, it 
will be a praying church; that will be 
its chief characteristic. These people 
prayed! When they prayed, something 
happened. Some of us would be sur- 
prised if anything striking happened 
as a result of our prayers. But, you see, 
I am speaking of the Apostolic 
Church; the sort of Church you say 
you would like to have in your local- 



ity. I am speaking, not of a Church 
which had grown conventional and 
cold, but of a conspicuous, outstand- 
ing, convincing, converting Church. 

The Place Of Prayer 

Do men and women enter Sunday 
after Sunday and say, "I am in the 
place of Prayer - there is the quicken- 
ing atmosphere of Prayer all about 
me". Do they realize that the spirit of 
unity exists there? Are they conscious 
of the generosity, the grace, and the 
power of those whose names are on 
the Church Roll, and who worship 
there Sunday after Sunday? I want to 
tell you something else you would be 
doing, if you were like the members of 
the first Apostolic Church. You would 
come to Church every Sunday morn- 
ing a little earlier in order to meet in 
prayer with your minister, and that 
would have a mighty effect upon the 



day's services, upon the preacher and 
upon the congregation. Another thing 
you would do is watch carefully the 
spiritual life of the Church, guard it at 
every point, stimulate it by prayer and 
by godly conversation and see to it 
that nothing is allowed to enter the 
Church to pollute the spiritual atmos- 
phere or to smother the promptings of 
the Holy Ghost. There will be no con- 
verting power within your Church, no 
building-up and strengthening of 
Christian graces of character, if the 
spiritual atmosphere is violated. You 
must see to it that all its windows are 
open to the winds of Heaven, that the 
breath of God may have full play. 

Gypsy Smith (1860-1947) - He 

traveled extensively around the world 
on evangelistic crusades, drawing 
crowds numbering in the hundreds of 
thousands. 
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Ten Great Biblical Deceptions 




X deceivi 



"Is it possible that you are deceived that are reading this? From the beginnh 
men have been deceived, how ought we to earnestly take heed to ourselves... 



he beginning 



Deception One - Evil Men And Seducers 

"TAKE HEED LEST ANY MAN deceive you!" This 
is one of the warnings in Scripture that any believer 
would do well to listen to. Is it possible that you are 
deceived that are reading this? From the beginning 
men have been deceived, how ought we to earnestly 
take heed to ourselves lest we find ourselves in the 
same place. The first deception is: "But evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 
being deceived." Take heed that you do not become 
deceived and deceive many in your blindness. God 
is able to keep those that call out upon His Name. 
The Scriptures proclaim: "No good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly." If we 
walk fully towards God in repentance and forsaking 
all our idols we will be protected from deception. 

Deception Two - Sin That Kills 

"For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, 
deceived me, and by it slew me." We were all de- 
ceived in our prior condition before Christ: "For we 
ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient. 



deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one an- 
other." Alas our dire state but there is found great 
forgiveness and new birth in Christ. "If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us." We must never ignore this great evil of 
sin in our lives, it is always ready to overtake us. 
Take heed dear Christian that you not be found 
obstinate towards sin and it overtake you. John 
Owen said that it is a murderer and must be dealt 
with as like to its nature, let us give a death blow to 
sin everyday, keeping it from ruling over us. 

Deception Three - Unbridled Tongue 

"Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt 
good manners. Awake to righteousness, and sin not; 
for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak 
this to your shame." Take heed that you realize that 
evil words and thoughts will corrupt and destroy 
your soul. Christ said we will be judged for every 
idle word we speak. It is stated in the Epistle of 
James: "If any man among you seem to be religious, 
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 



heart, this man's religion is vain." Oh the horror of 
self-deception, only the truth of God, our lamp to 
our feet, will keep us from stumbling and being self- 
deceived. Hear this admonition from the Epistle of 
Galatians: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
Let no man tell you that you can be careless with 
your words and company and not suffer conse- 
quences. 

Deception Four - Belly Preachers 

"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they 
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple." Take 
heed that you do not fellowship with or listen to 
"belly" preachers. These are those that serve not 
God but their own lusts, you can tell them by their 
fruits: "Divisions and offenses." They act contrary to 
that of the Lord Jesus Christ and serve not as a ex- 
ample to the body of Christ. They will preach to you 
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what you want to hear and you will never be con- 
victed in their presence. They are men pleasers for 
the reason that they may obtain what they desire 
not what God commands. 



Deception Five - When We 
Think We Are Something 



''Let no man deceive him- 
self. If any man among you 
seemeth to be wise in this 
world, let him become a 
fool, that he may be wise.'' 
And it is stated elsewhere 
in Holy Writ: "For if a man 
think himself to be some- 
thing, when he is nothing, he 
deceiveth himself." Take heed Christian that you 
self-exalt and promote yourselves amongst the 
brethren. Take heed Christian when the world is 
enamored at your success as a preacher. What a 
woeful day it is when the world seems us "wise" 
and we think ourselves "something." We must live a 
life that is self-abasing and God-exalting. Christ and 
His Cross is our heavenly boast. Live a simple life 
that honors God in all its works and attitudes. 

Deception Six - Hearers Only! 

"Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the en- 
grafted word, which is able to save your souls. But 
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own selves." Take heed dear Christian 
when you only begin to hear the word of God and 
find not practical change in your life. What a terrible 
place to be when you are taking in much truth yet 
living in un-truth. Let us not be dead sea's that are 
stagnant and truth rich but alas have no outflow to 
sustain life. Preachers in this condition are "dead 
men preaching dead sermons." Let our lives reflect 
His glory in all that we do, may we hear and obey 
His word and then in that day we will hear: "well 
done good and faithful servant!" 

Deception Seven - Living In Sin 

"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither forni- 
cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God." 
It also states in the Epistle of 1 John: "Little children, 
let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness 
is righteous, even as he is righteous." Take heed that 
you do not serve and be mastered by sin. Let no 
man deceive you that you can live in sin and be 
acceptable with God. Let no man deceive you and 
tell you that you can enter into heaven while in 
bondage to sin. 

Deception Eight - Vain Words 

"Let no man deceive you with vain words: for be- 
cause of these things cometh the wrath of God upon 



''Take heed that you are 
not deceived by men who 
with all trickery and vain 
words beguile man by 
their smooth words../' 



the children of disobedience." It says in the Epistle 
to Titus: "For there are many unruly and vain talk- 
ers and deceivers." Take heed that you are not de- 
ceived by men who with all 
trickery and vain words 
beguile man by their 
smooth words. The wrath 
of God is upon this world 
even now and we must be 
sober and serious in our 
speech towards the divine 
remedy of our condition of 
eternal damnation. 

Deception Nine - False 
Prophets And Christs 



"And Jesus answered and said unto them. Take 
heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come 
in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive 
many." Take heed you are not deceived by false 
Christ's. This is a clear warning from our Master the 
Lord Jesus Christ that in the last days there will be 
"men" that will deceive many. "Many!" Never in 
the history of the Church have so many false con- 
cepts crept in unawares beguiling many souls. This 
is the method of the devil to work all deceivableness 
amongst the Church as an angel of light to deceive 
even the elect! 

Deception Ten - The Devil 

"For many deceivers are entered into the world, 
who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh. This is a deceiver 
and an antichrist." Also 
Scripture states: "And the 
great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole 
world." Lastly, take heed 
that you are not deceived 
of that great deceiver the 
Devil himself and fall into 
his same estate. "Take 
heed lest any man deceive 
you!" 

Here is an appendix to the article showing forth some 
quotes on the great sinfulness and deception of sin: 

William S. Plumer in his famous work The Christian' 
said: ''Sin digs every grave, and wrings out every sigh 
and wail from earth and hell. Sin is the worst of all evils. 
Nothing can compare with it. It is worse than the plague. 
Sin is unspeakably hateful. God calls it horrible and 
abominable. Godly men in every age lament it— lament it 
much in others, most in themselves. A man's views of sin 
give a complexion to all his character. If he regards it as a 
trifle, he will laugh at it, when he should weep over it. He 
will make a mock of it. He will dally with it. He will take 
his fill of it. He will have low thoughts of God, and low 
estimates of salvation. He will despise Jesus Christ. If, on 
the other hand, he considers sin as very dreadful and very 
hateful-he will hate every false way. He will long for 



"Lastly, take heed that 
you are not deceived of 
that great deceiver the 
Devil himself and fall into 
his same estate...'' 



holiness. He will hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
He will loathe and abhor himself on account of sin. He 
will have exalted thoughts of the being, perfections, word, 
and government of God. To him Christ will be most pre- 
cious, the chief among ten thousand, and altogether 
lovely. Job's sense of sin was vastly increased by the great 
discoveries he had of God's majesty and glory: "I have 
heard of You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye 
sees You. Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes!" Increased views of God's glory had the same effect 
on Isaiah, and made him cry out, "Woe is me! for I am 
undone!" (Job 42:5-6; Isaiah 6:5). God's presence is infi- 
nite; His power is infinite; His nature is infinite; His 
existence is infinite; and so to sin against Him must be an 
infinite insult and wrong. Sin is an infinite evil. Sin is 
that abominable thing which He hates. He hates sin with 
infinite loathing. " 

A very strong picture of sin is seen in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Horatius Bonar said this: "Oh, what a 
revelation! Man hating God— and hating most, when God 
is loving most! Man acting as a devil— and taking the 
devil's side against God! The cross, then, was the public 
declaration of man's hatred of God, man's rejection of His 
Son, and man's avowal of his belief that he needs no 
Savior!" Oh reader does not this move you to realize that 
all mankind has fallen short of the glory of God and are in 
willful rebellion to his laws and will. Thus we can say: 
Sin is men hating God. 

Thomas Watson speaking of the ' deceitfulness of sin' once 
said: "Sin... has its original from a deceitful subtle ser- 
pent, is the ground of all the deceit in the world, is the 
great deceiver of souls. Sin... 
debases the soul of man, defiles 
and pollutes the soul of man, 
renders the soul most unlike to 
God, who is the best and great- 
est; renders the soul most like to 
Satan, who is a very sea and 
sink of sin. Sin robs the soul 
of... the image of God, the holi- 
ness of God, the beauty of God, 
the glory of God, the righteous- 
ness of God. Sin is peccatum est 
Deicidium—a killing of God! 
'But they kept shouting-Crucify Him! Crucify Him!'" 

C.H. Spurgeon the 'prince of preachers' over 100 years 
ago defined sin in one of his sermons: "Sin is a defiance of 
God to his face, a stabbing of God, so far as man can do it, 
to the very heart! Sin is a monster, a hideous thing, a 
thing which God will not look upon, and which pure eyes 
cannot behold but with the utmost detestation. A flood of 
tears is the proper medium through which a Christian 
should look at sin. " 



Greg Gordon (1979 - Present) - Founder of 
sermonindex.net ministry. His desire is to pray for 
and see society changing revival in North America. 
Currently living in Victoria, Canada. 
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Prophetic Warning 



''With great judgments will I plead with the population of this country. Great 
darkness is coming upon the countries that have heard my gospel... " 



THIS PROPHECY WAS GIVEN at the Elim Bible Insti- 
tute USA, in 1965 by the late Stanley Frodsham. Brother 
Frodsham was one of those who received his Baptism in 
the Holy Ghost at Sunderland in 1908 where the Pente- 
costal movement in Britain had its beginnings. 

With Great Judgments 

With great judgments will I plead with the popula- 
tion of this country. Great darkness is coming upon 
the countries that have heard my gospel but no 
longer walk in it. My wrath shall come upon them. 
The darkness shall be so great, and the anguish so 
sore that men will cry out for death and shall not 
find it. There shall be a lingering death, famine, and 
great catastrophes. 

My wrath shall be manifested against all ungodli- 
ness. It shall come with great intensity. You have 
known My love but have not known My wrath. My 
severity. My judgments are literal and not a thing to 
be lightly passed over. Realize the severity of My 
judgments and My intense anger against the sin in 
My household. My judgments shall begin in My 



house. For I will cleanse My house that it be not 
partaker of My wrath against the iniquities of the 
cities. Before I visit the nations in judgment I will 
begin at My house. When I do cause My wrath to 
come upon the cities of the world My people shall 
be separate. I desire a people without spot or wrin- 
kle, and such shall be preserved by Me in the time 
of My wrath coming upon all iniquity and unright- 
eousness. 

Cry Out Continually 

I am going to prepare you for the coming days by a 
hard path that will cause you to cry out continually 
unto Me. For when the going is easy, men do not 
seek Me, but rejoice in a temporary blessing. And 
when that blessing is removed they so often turn 
this way and that way but do not come to Me. I am 
showing you these things that you may seek Me 
continually and with great diligence. As you seek 
Me, I will open up truths to you that you have not 
seen before; and these very truths will be that which 
will enable you to stand in these last days. As you 
are persecuted, reviled and rejected by your breth- 



ren then you will turn unto Me with all your heart 
and seek Me for that spiritual life you have need of. 
And when tribulation comes you will have that 
which will enable you to stand. For many shall be 
tossed to and fro. Men's hearts shall fail them be- 
cause of trouble on every hand. For these days shall 
be very terrible, the like of which has never been 
seen before. 

Mighty Revival Power 

When I visit My people in mighty revival power, it 
is to prepare them for the darkness ahead. With the 
glory shall come great darkness, for the glory is to 
prepare My people for the darkness. I will enable 
My people to go through because of the visitation of 
My Spirit. Take heed to yourselves lest you be 
puffed up and think that you have arrived. Many 
shall be puffed up as in the olden days, for many 
then received My message but they continued not in 
it. Did I not anoint Jehu? Yet the things I desired 
were not accomplished in his life. Listen to the mes- 
sengers, but do not hold men's persons in admira- 
tion. For many whom I shall anoint mightily, with 
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signs and miracles, shall become lifted up and shall 
fall by the wayside. I do not this willingly; I have 
made provision that they might stand. I call many 
into this ministry, and equip them; but remember 
that many shall fall. They shall be like bright lights, 
and the people shall delight in them. But they shall 
be taken over by deceiving spirits and shall lead 
many of My people astray. 

Seducing Spirits 

Hearken diligently concerning these things, for in 
the last days shall come seducing spirits that shall 
turn many of My anointed ones away. Many shall 
fall through divers lusts, and because of sin abound- 
ing. But if you will seek Me diligently I will put My 
Spirit within you. When one shall turn to the right 
hand or to the left you shall not turn with them, but 
keep your eyes wholly on the Lord. The coming 
days are the most dangerous, difficult and dark, but 
there shall be a mighty outpouring of My Spirit 
upon many cities, and many shall be destroyed. My 
people must be diligently warned concerning the 
days that are ahead. Many shall turn after seducing 
spirits; many are already seducing My people. It is 
those who DO righteousness that are righteous. 
Many cover their sins by great theological words. 
But I warn you of seducing spirits who instruct My 
people in an evil way. Many of these I shall anoint, 
that they may purify and sift My people; for I would 
have a holy people. 



accomplish nothing. But if you let Me take over and 
battle against the powers of darkness then they are 
defeated, and then liberation is brought to My peo- 
ple. 



Lord you will know when the doctrine changes, and 
will not be brought into it. If your heart is right I 
will keep you; and if you will look constantly to Me 
I will uphold you. 



I Warn You 



"Be not deceived. For the 
deceiver will first work to 
gain the hearts of many, 
and then shall bring forth 
his insidious doctrines.,/' 



Great Dangers 



''Hearken diligently con- 
cerning these things, for 
in the last days shall come 
seducing spirits...'' 



Many shall come 
with seducing 
spirits and hold 
out lustful en- 
ticements. You 
will find that 
after I have vis- 
ited My people 
again, the way 
shall become 
more and more 
narrow, and fewer 

shall walk there in. But be not deceived, the ways of 
righteousness are My ways. For though Satan come 
as an angel of light hearken not to him; for those 
who perform miracles and speak not righteousness 
are not of Me. I warn you with great intensity that I 
am going to judge My house and have a church 
without spot or wrinkle when I come. I 
desire to open your eyes and give you 
spiritual understanding, that you may 
not be deceived but may walk with 
uprightness of heart before Me, loving 
righteousness and hating every evil 
way. Look unto Me and I will make you 
to perceive with the eyes of the Spirit 
the things that lurk in darkness, that are 
not visible to the human eye. Let me 
lead you in this way that you may per- 
ceive the powers of darkness and battle 
against them. It is not a battle against 
flesh and blood; for if you battle in that way you 



I warn you to search the 
Scriptures diligently these 
last days. For the things 
that are written shall in- 
deed be made manifest. 
There shall come deceiv- 
ers among My people in 
increasing numbers, who 
shall speak forth the truth 
and shall gain the favor of 

the people. For the people shall examine the Scrip- 
tures and say, "What these men say is true." Then 
when they have gained the hearts of the people, 
then and THEN ONLY shall they bring out these 
wrong doctrines. Therefore, I say that you should 
not give your hearts to men, nor hold people's per- 
sons in admiration. For by these very persons shall 
Satan enter into My people. WATCH FOR SEDUC- 
ERS. Do you think a seducer will brandish a new 
heresy and flaunt it before the people? He will 
speak the words of righteousness and truth, and 
will appear as a minister of light, declaring the 
Word. The people's hearts shall be won. Then, when 
the hearts are won, they will bring out their doc- 
trines, and the people shall be de- 
ceived. The people shall say, "Did he 
not speak thus and thus? And did we 
not examine it from the Word? There- 
fore he is a minister of righteousness. 



This that he has now spoken we do 
not see in the Word, but it must be 
right, for the other things he spoke 
were true." 

Be Not Deceived 



Be not deceived. For the deceiver will 
first work to gain the hearts of many, and then shall 
bring forth his insidious doctrines. You cannot dis- 
cern those who are of Me and those who are not of 
Me when they start to preach. But seek Me con- 
stantly, and then when these doctrines are brought 
out you shall have a witness in your heart that these 

are not of Me. 
Fear not, for I 
have warned 
you. Many will 
be deceived. 
But if you 
walk in holi- 
ness and up- 
rightness be- 
fore the Lord, 
your eyes shall 
be open and 
the Lord will 



''Fear not the days to 
come, hut fear this only, 
that you shall walk in a 
manner pleasing to the 
Lord...." 



protect you. If you will constantly look unto the 



The minister of righteous- 
ness shall be on this wise ~ 
his life shall agree with the 
Word, and his lips shall give 
forth that which is wholly 
true, and it will be no mix- 
ture. When the mixture ap- 
pears then you will know he 
is not a minister of right- 
eousness. The deceivers speak 
first the truth and then error, to cover their own sins 
which they love. Therefore I exhort and command 
you to study the Scriptures relative to seducing 
spirits, for this is one of the great dangers of these 
last days. 

I desire you to be firmly established in My Word 
and not in the personalities of men, that you will not 
be moved as so many shall be moved. I would keep 
you in the paths of righteousness. Take heed to 
yourselves and follow not the seducing spirits that 
are already manifesting themselves. Diligently in- 
quire of Me when you hear something that you have 
not seen in the Word, and do not hold people's per- 
sons in admiration, for it is by this very method that 
Satan will hold many of My people. 

Truth In The Inward Parts 

The truths that I have revealed to you must become 
a part of you ~ not just an experience, but a part of 
your very nature. Is it not written that I demand 
truth in the inward parts? It is the truth of the Lord 
expressed in your very being that shall hold you. 
Many shall experience the truth, but the truth must 
become a part of you, your very life. As men and 
women look upon you they will hear not only the 
voice but see the expression of the truth. Many shall 
be overcome because they are not constant in My 
ways, and because they have not permitted the 
truths to become part of them. I am showing you 
these things that you may be prepared, and having 
done all, to stand. 

Fear not the days to come, but fear this only, that 
you shall walk in a manner pleasing to the Lord. In 
this time I am ordering and setting up My church 
and it shall indeed be pure, without spot or wrinkle. 
I will do work in My beloved that has not been seen 
since the foundation of the world. I have shown you 
these things that you may seek the Lord diligently 
with all your heart, and that you may be a preserver 
of His people. 

Stanley Frodsham (1882-1969) - Brother Frodsham 
was one of those who received his Baptism in the Holy 
Ghost at Sunderland in 1908. He was a recognized 
prophet and teacher in the Body of Christ. 
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John Flavel 



John Angell James 



C.H. Spurgeon 



Smith Wigglesworth 




""To wrath, to the wrath of an 
infinite God without mixture 
to the very torments of hell 
was Christ delivered — and 



"If the man who trembles at 
death is a coward; he who 
trifles with it is a fool! There is 
a thousand times more ra- 



''Man's religion is to build up the 
creature. God's religion is to throw 
the creature down in the dust of 
self-abasement, and to glorify 
Christ." -J.C. Philpot 



that by the hand of His own 
Father! Surely then, that love 
is fathomless, which made the 
Father of mercies deliver His 
only Son to such miseries for 
us sinners!" 

"Oh, what a monster are you, 
to cast your soul away thus! 
What! will you slight your 
own souls? Don't you care 
whether they are saved, or 
whether they are damned? 
Have you imagined a toler- 
able hell? Is it easy to perish? 
Have you not only turned 
God's enemies, but your own 
too? Oh see what monsters, 
sin can turn people into! Oh 
the stupefying, damning, 
intoxicating power of sin!" 

"Lord, the condemnation was 
Yours, that the justification 
might be mine!" 



tionality in the trembler — than 
in the trifler!" 

"Worldliness is the most 
thronged road to everlasting 
ruin!" 

"The religion of Jesus Christ 
was never intended to 
establish a system of religious 
pauperism. It is to 
be feared, that many have 
entered into Christian 
fellowship on purpose to 
obtain its funds!" 

"A taste for worldly amuse- 
ments will inevitably prove, 
wherever it is indulged — a 
powerful obstacle to growth 
in grace." 



"Are you not often a mystery 
to yourself? Warm one mo- 
ment, cold the next! Abasing 
yourself one hour, exalting 
yourself the following! Loving 
the world, full of it, steeped 
up to your head in it today - 
crying, groaning, and sighing 
for a sweet manifestation of 
the love of God tomorrow!" 

"No state in which the soul 
can get, is beyond the reach of 
the almighty and compas- 
sionate love, that burns in the 
breast of the Redeemer!" 

"O the evils of the human 
heart, which, let loose, have 
filled earth with misery, and 
hell with victims; which del- 
uged the world with the 
flood — ^burnt Sodom and 
Gomorrah with fire from 
heaven — and are ripening the 
world for the final conflagra- 
tion!" 

"What heart can conceive, 
what tongue express, what 
the holy soul of Christ 
endured—when the Lord laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all?" 

"All true religion flows from 
the Spirit's grace, presence 
and power." 

"What tongue of men or an- 
gels can describe the millionth 
part of what is contained in 
the word salvation!" 



"It will be an ill day for the 
church and the world when 
the proposed amalgamation 
shall be complete, and the 
Sons of God and the daugh- 
ters of men shall be as one: 
then shall another deluge of 
wrath be ushered in." 

"There are some, in these 
apostate days, who think that 
the church cannot do better 
than to come down to the 
world to learn her ways, fol- 
low her maxims, and acquire 
her 'culture.' In fact, the no- 
tion is that the world is to be 
conquered by our conformity 
to it. This is as contrary to 
Scripture as the light is to the 
darkness." 

"Someone was asking, the 



"Fill your head and your heart 
with the Scriptures. Memorize 
passages from the Word, with 
the name of the book, the 
chapter, and the verse, so that 
you can quote the Scripture 
correctly in addresses or in 
open-air meetings." 

"Believers are strong only as 
the Word of God abides in 
them. The Word of God is 
spirit and life to those who 
receive it in simple faith, and 
it is a verifier of all who own 
its sway." 

"If a thing is in the Bible, it is 
so; it is not even to be prayed 
about; it is to be received and 
acted upon. Inactivity of faith 
is a robber, which steals bless- 
ing. Increase comes by action. 



"Know your Book, live it, believe 
it, and obey it. Hide God's word in 
your heart. " -Smith Wigglesworth 



other day, how it was that the 
church, nowadays, was not so 
separate from the world as it 
used to be; and one who 
heard the question suggested 
that, possibly, the world had 
grown better; but another 
more truly said that, probably, 
the church had grown worse." 



by using what we have and 
what we know. Your life must 
be one of going from faith to 
faith." 

"Great triumphs can only 
come out of great trials." 



"(SPEAKING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT coming upon him) I went to preaching again. The sermons were not different; I did not present any new truths, and yet hundreds were 
converted. I would not now be placed back where I was before that blessed experience if you should give me all the world - it would be as dust in the balance. " -D.L. Moody 

"IT WAS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN to preach to other prisoners, as it is in captive nations today. It was understood that whoever was caught doing this received a severe beating. 
A number of us decided to pay the price for the privilege of preaching, so we accepted their terms. It was a deal: we preached and they beat us. We were happy preaching; they were 
happy beating us - so everyone was happy. " -Richard Wurmbrand 

"A CHURCH WITH APOSTOLIC foundations is that body of people whose central impulse and principle of life, being and service is one thing only, namely, a radical and total 
jealousy for the glory of God. " -Art Katz 
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Oswald Chambers Andrew Murray Jonathan Edwards 



"It is impossible to get ex- 
hausted in work for God. We 
get exhausted because we try 
to do God's work in our own 
way." 

"Character in a saint means 
the disposition of Jesus Christ 
persistently manifested." 

"We say, sorrow, disaster, 
calamity. God says, chasten- 
ing and it sounds sweet to 
him though it is a discord to 



our ears. Don't faint when you 
are rebuked, and don't de- 
spise the chastening of the 
Lord. "In your patience pos- 
sess your souls."" 

"Books are standing counsel- 
ors and preachers, always at 
hand, and always disinter- 
ested; having this advantage 
over oral instructors, that they 
are ready to repeat their les- 
son as often as we please." 



"We are to be shut out from 
men, and shut in with God." 

"A readiness to believe every 
promise implicitly, to obey 
every command unhesitat- 
ingly, to stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of 
God, is the only true spirit of 
Bible study." 

"Abiding fully means praying 
much." 



"Do not strive in your own 
strength; cast yourself at the 
feet of the Lord Jesus, and 
wait upon Him in the sure 
confidence that He is with 
you, and works in you. Strive 
in prayer; let faith fill your 
heart ~ so will you be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power 
of His might." 

"Let it be your business every 
day, in the secrecy of the inner 
chamber, to meet the holy 
God." 



"Grace is but glory begun, 
and glory is but grace per- 
fected." 

"I assert that nothing ever 
comes to pass without a 
cause." 

"The happiness of the crea- 
ture consists in rejoicing in 
God, by which also God is 
magnified and exalted." 

"The way to Heaven is as- 
cending; we must be content 
to travel uphill, though it be 
hard and tiresome, and con- 
trary to the natural bias of our 
flesh." 

"There are two sorts of hypo- 
crites: ones that are deceived 
with their outward morality 
and external religion; and the 
others are those that are de- 
ceived with false discoveries 
and elevation; which often cry 
down works, and men's own 
righteousness." 

"To go to heaven, fully to 
enjoy God, is infinitely better 
than the most pleasant ac- 
commodations here." 

"True liberty consists only in 
the power of doing what we 
ought to will, and in not being 
constrained to do what we 
ought not to will." 



"If we look carefully within 
ourselves, we shall find that 
there are certain limits beyond 
which we refuse to go in offer- 
ing ourselves to God. We 
hover around these reserva- 
tions, making believe not to 
see them, for fear of self- 
reproach. The more we shrink 
from giving up any such re- 
served point, the more certain 
it is that it needs to be given 
up. If we were not fast bound 
by it, we should not make so 
many efforts to persuade 
ourselves that we are free. " 

"The smallest things become 
great when God requires them 
of us; they are small only in 
themselves; they are always 
great when they are done for 



God, and when they serve to 
unite us with Him eternally." 

"Our danger lies in resisting 
Him; so it is essential that we 
acquire the habit of hearken- 
ing to His voice, or keeping 
silence within, and listening 
so as to lose nothing of what 
He says to us." 



"God is raising up a new 
breed of preachers in our day. 
People are sick of modern day 
soft preaching that does not 
move our consciences. God is 
going to raise them up, they 
will not be bred in modern 
day seminaries or Bible col- 
leges. They will speak against 
the whole system that is rais- 
ing anemic preachers and 
teachers. Their messages will 
be bold, strong, pointed, it 
will offend many but save 
many." 

"Many people believe there is 
no need for revival in our day. 
Yet those that claim this are in 
most cases of the most apa- 
thetic in the church and have 
not shed a tear for the lost 



millions that will spend an 
eternity apart from God. Tear- 
less, Passionless, Burdenless 
are most that do not claim the 
need for revival." 

"Who can truly measure the 
great evil and depth of sin, it 
is a fathomless pit which no 
man can fill." 



''Character in a saint means the 
disposition of Jesus Christ persis- 
tently manifested. " -Oswald 
Chambers 



"We are to be shut out from men, 
and shut in with God. " -Andrew 
Murray 



"BUT WHEN ONCE CHRIST HAD called him, Peter had no alternative he must leave the ship and come to Him. In the end, the first step of obedience -proves to he an act of faith 
in the word of Christ. But we should completely misunderstand the nature of grace if we were to suppose that there was no need to take the first-step, because faith was already 
there. Against that, we must boldly assert that the step of obedience must be taken before faith can be possible. Unless he obeys, a man cannot believe. " - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

"UNBELIEF IS INFECTIOUS! The unbelief of one strengthens the unbelief of another, just as the faith of one strengthens the faith of another." - Arthur W. Pink 

"CHRISTIANITY IS NOT JUST A mental assent that certain doctrines are true — not even that the right doctrines are true. This is only the beginning. This would be rather like 
a starving man sitting in front of great heaps of food and saying, "I believe the food exists; I believe it is real," and yet never eating it. It is not enough merely to say, "I am a Chris- 
tian," and then in practice to live as if present contact with the supernatural were something far off and strange. Many Christians I know seem to act as though they come in con- 
tact with the supernatural just twice - once when they are justified and become a Christian and once when they die. The rest of the time they act as though they were sitting in the 
materialist's chair." -Francis Schaeffer 
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Charles G. Finney 



Edward D. Griffin 



Edward Payson 



LIKE THE PROPHET JEREMIAH, Charles G. Fin- 
ney was anointed of God to "root out" and to "plant" 
in the Lord's vineyard, (Jer. 1:10). He was a man of 
intense prayer, purity and passion. "Emptied of self, 
he was filled with the Holy Spirit. His sermons were 
chain lightning, flashing conviction into the hearts 
of the stoutest skeptics. Simple as a child in his ut- 
terances, he sometimes startled his hearers by his 
unique prayers." 

He could thunder the judgments of God upon sin 
with great liberty and power and then offer the 
mercy of the gospel with tenderness and tears. 
Without question he was a prophetic voice to 19th 
century America. His ministry consistently pro- 
duced revivals, even in areas considered hardened 
and unreceptive to the gospel. Finney's autobiogra- 
phy is filled with accounts of powerful manifesta- 
tions of the Spirit. On one occasion when Finney 
was preaching in a school house, "suddenly an aw- 
ful solemnity fell upon the assembly and the con- 
gregation fell from their seats, crying for mercy." 
Finney said, "If I had had a sword in each hand I 
could not have cut them off as fast as they fell. I 
think the whole congregation was on their knees or 
prostrated in two minutes." The crying and weeping 
of the people was so loud that Finney's exhortation 
of Christ's mercy could not even be heard. 

"Finney seemed so anointed with the Holy Spirit 
that people were often brought under conviction of 
sin just by looking at him. When holding meetings 
at Utica, New York, he visited a large factory. At the 
sight of him one of the workers, and then another, 
and then another broke down and wept under a 
sense of their sins, and finally so many were sobbing 
and weeping that the machinery had to be stopped 
while Finney pointed them to Christ." 

Finney seems to have had the power of impressing 
the conscience of men with the necessity of holy 
living in such a manner as produced lasting results. 
"Over eighty-five in every hundred persons profess- 
ing conversion to Christ in Finney's meetings re- 
mained true to God. Whereas seventy percent of 
those professing Christ in meetings of even so great 
an evangelist as Moody afterward became back- 
sliders." 



ON THE HEELS OF THE FIRST Great Awakening 
in America came the French and Indian War, the 
War of Independence, false French philosophies and 
widespread infidelity. It was a time of great discour- 
agement for the Church in America. Yet, when 
things seemed the darkest, the fires of revival once 
again broke forth. From the rough western frontier 
of Kentucky to the halls of Yale and Princeton, the 
country suddenly seemed to be consumed with only 
seeking Christ. Beginning in 1790 and continuing 
for the next 45 years, America entered into a re- 
markable era called the Second Great Awakening. 

One of the forgotten giants of this age of continuous 
revival was Edward Griffin. "The history of his life 
seems little less than the history of one unbroken 
revival; and it would perhaps be difficult to name 
the individual in our country since the days of 
Whitefield who has been instrumental of an equal 
number of hopeful conversions." Had Edward Grif- 
fin lived at an earlier time, he would have certainly 
been recognized as a true man of God, yet he came 
into God's harvest fields during the springtime of 
revival. He burst upon the scene at the precise mo- 
ment when all was made ready by divine provi- 
dence and prayer. Mr. Griffin's ministry was 
blessed from its inception with great success. 

A hearer of Mr. Griffin in New Jersey in 1829 gives 
us a description of his preaching and of the love and 
brokenness which gave that preaching its power. 
"During most of the sermon his face was wet with 
tears, and for nearly an hour he spoke to us with 
such tender and appealing sentences that it seemed 
as if his hearers must cry out in an agony of fear and 
trembling . . . But what a climax the ending was! It 
was a wonder how he endured the strain so long 
and that he had not given up physically exhausted. 
The mental agony, the heartbreaking sympathy, 
were enough to break an angel down! When he fell 
on his knees as if he had been knocked on the head 
with an ax, with outstretched arms, tears coarsing 
down his face, he cried out; 'Oh! my dying fellow 
sinners, I beseech you to give your heart to the Sav- 
ior now. Give your life to Jesus Christ, do not put it 
off! Do not leave this house without dedicating 
yourself to His service, lest you be left at last to cry, 
the harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I am 
not saved.'" 



E.M. BOUNDS IN HIS CLASSIC little book "Power 
Through Prayer", wrote, "What the Church needs 
today is not more or better machinery, not new or- 
ganizations or more and novel methods, but men 
whom the Holy Ghost can use - men of prayer, men 
mighty in prayer." Edward Payson was just such a 
man; a man mighty in prayer. "He prayed without 
ceasing and felt safe nowhere but at the throne of 
grace." 

He may be said to have studied theology on his 
knees. Much of his time he spent literally prostrated 
with his Bible open before him pleading the prom- 
ise; "I will send the comforter and when He, The 
Spirit of Truth is come. He will guide you into all 
truth." Payson' s advice to his fellow ministers was, 
"prayer is the first thing, the second thing and the 
third thing necessary to a minister. Pray then my 
dear brother, pray, pray." It has been well said that 
the secret of Edward Payson's ministry was that he 
prayed much in secret. The scars on his bedroom 
floor testify to this fact. Next to Payson's bed were 
deep grooves in the hardwood floor where his knees 
had pressed repeatedly in times of travail. On Janu- 
ary 4, 1807, he wrote, "I was favored with a spirit of 
prayer beyond all my former experience. I was in 
great agony and wrestled both for myself and others 
with great power. God seemed to bow the heavens 
and come down and open all His treasures, bidding 
me, take what I would." 

January 29th, "I never felt such longings after God 
or such a desire to depart to be with Christ. My soul 
thirsted for more full communion with my God and 
Savior. I do not now feel satisfied as I used to with 
the manifestations of the divine presence, but still 
feel hungry and craving." February 18, "I was en- 
abled to lie at Jesus' feet and to wash them with the 
tears of contrition. No pleasure I have ever found in 
the Christian life is superior to this." February 28, "I 
was favored with great enlargement in prayer. I 
seemed to be carried out of myself into the presence 
of God." 

David Smithers - A Church historian that has a pas- 
sion to see revival that will send out missionaries in this 
generation. Founded a ministry awakeandgo.com where 
you can access more of his writings. 
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Responding to the A Promise of Revival The Gospel Of Prayer 
Wake-Up Call 



THERE IS ALSO SPIRITUAL sleep. Notice Ephesi- 
ans 5:14: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead." 
This verse is often spoken to sinners, but it was not 
written to sinners. Ephesians was never written to 
sinners. It is not a message to sinners at all, but a 
message to one of the best churches in the New 
Testament. Yet the writer says, "Wake up, O sleeper, 
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 
Some of the Ephesians were in a somnolent condi- 
tion; that is, they were morally good but unenlight- 
ened. They were religious but unanointed. 

It is perfectly possible for a good, faithful, loyal 
church member to be spiritually asleep—being in a 
spiritual state that parallels natural sleep. When 
your husband, your wife, your child, your relative, 
your friend or you go to sleep tonight, the fact that 
you are unconscious and out of the running for a 
while is not bothering you. You know that normally 
you will wake up again. You are not dead, but you 
are cut off from your environment, all but that 
which is reflex—breathing and a few other things. 
Likewise it is possible to be a Christian, to be in the 
church and yet be asleep spiritually. Then you have 
to be wakened suddenly. You will probably be 
ashamed of yourself, angry with yourself, frustrated 
and disconcerted and say, "What's the matter with 
me? All this time I was almost awake, but not quite." 

I hope some of you will agree with me that it is of 
far greater importance that we have better Chris- 
tians than that we have more of them! If we have 
any spiritual concerns, our most pressing obligation 
is to do all in our power to obtain a revival that will 
result in a reformed, revitalized, purified church. 

Each generation of Christians is the seed of the next, 
and degenerate seed is sure to produce a degenerate 
harvest; not a little better than but worse than the 
seed from which it sprang. 



A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) - Known as the "20th cen- 
tury ipro-phet" his writings and preaching have stirred 
and brought many to a deeper walk with God. Pas- 
tored in the Alliance church movement. 



"BEHOLD THE DAYS COME, saith the Lord, that 
the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the 
mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills 
shall melt" (Amos 9:13, KJV). The harvest is to be so 
great that, before the reapers can have fully gath- 
ered it in, the plowman shall begin to plow for the 
next crop. We read of such marvelous revivals a 
hundred years ago, but we have since seen a season 
of lethargy and soul-poverty among the saints. Now 
I believe God is about to send times of surprising 
fertility to His church. In these modern times, if one 
sinner is converted, we rejoice with surprise. How- 
ever, where we have seen one converted, we may 
yet see hundreds. Where the Word of God has been 
powerful to hundreds, it shall be blessed to thou- 
sands, and even nations shall be converted to Christ. 

There is no reason why we should not see all that 
God has given to us multiplied a hundredfold. 
There is sufficient life in the seed of the Lord to 
produce a far more plentiful crop than any we have 
yet gathered. God the Holy Ghost is not limited in 
His power. I believe that our harvest will be so 
heavy that while we are taking in the harvest, it will 
be time to sow again. Prayer meetings will be suc- 
ceeded by the inquiry of souls as to what they shall 
do to be saved, and before they are finished, it will 
be time again to preach and again to pray. We never 
can be contented with going on as the churches have 
been for many years. Even if God sends revival, it 
will not exonerate us from the awful guilt of having 
been idle. Let all be saved who live now, but what 
about those who have been damned while we have 
been sleeping? Who shall answer for the blood of 
those men who have been swept into eternity while 
we have been going on in our religious fashion, 
content to go along the path of propriety, and walk 
around the path of dull routine, but never weeping 
for sinners, never agonizing for souls? Revival has 
not come before it was much needed. 

C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) - British Baptist 
preacher known as the "prince of preachers. " He 
wrote volumes of works that are still reprinted in our 
day. Used to bring many souls to Christ in England. 



THERE'S NOTHING MORE transfiguring than 
prayer. People often ask, "Why do you insist on 
prayer so much?" The answer is very simple - be- 
cause Jesus did. You could change the title of the 
Gospel according to St. Luke to the Gospel of 
Prayer. It's the prayer life of Jesus. The other evan- 
gelists say that Jesus was in the Jordan and the Spirit 
descended on Him as a dove - Luke says it was 
while He was praying that the Spirit descended on 
Him. The other evangelists say that Jesus chose 12 
disciples - Luke says it was after He spent a night in 
prayer that He chose 12 disciples. The other evan- 
gelists say that Jesus died on a cross - Luke says that 
even when He was dying Jesus was praying for 
those who persecuted Him. The other evangelists 
say Jesus went on a mount and He was transfigured 
- Luke says it was while He was praying that He 
was transfigured. There's nothing more transfigur- 
ing than prayer. 

The Scriptures say that the disciples went to bed, 
but Jesus went to pray - as was His custom. It was 
His custom to pray. Now Jesus was the Son of God - 
He was definitely anointed for His ministry. If Jesus 
needed all that time in prayer, don't you and I need 
time in prayer? If Jesus needed it in every crisis, 
don't you and I need it in every crisis? The story 
goes that a group of tourists visiting a picturesque 
village saw an old man sitting by a fence. In a rather 
patronizing way, one of the visitors asked, "Were 
any great men born in this village?" Without looking 
up the old man replied, "No, only babies." The 
greatest men were once babies. The greatest saints 
were once toddlers in the things of the Spirit. C. H. 
Spurgeon was converted at the age of 16 and began 
preaching in London at the age of 19. When he was 
27, they built him a tabernacle seating 6,000 which 
he packed twice on Sundays - that's 12,000 - and 
once on Thursday nights. How? He waited on God. 
He got alone with God. He studied... and he prayed. 

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) - Preached in 
America for revival until his death. One of the fore- 
most authorities on revival in the 20th century, 
namely with the book "Why Revival Tarries. " 
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J. Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Secret 

'7f was the exchanged life that had come to him the life that is indeed 'No longer 
I/It was a blessed reality 'Christ liveth in me.'..." 



The Simple Profound Secret 

THIS IS EXCERPTED FROM the chapter on "The 
Exchanged Life" in Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Secret by 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor. J. Hudson Taylor, M.D. 
was a missionary to China, and the founder of the China 
Inland Mission. Here is the inward joy and power that 
Hudson Taylor found in Christ. What was the secret? 
The simple, profound secret of drawing for every need, 
temporal or spiritual, upon " the fathomless wealth of 
Christ. " 

Yes, in me, in me He dwelleth. I in Him and He in 
me! And my empty soul He filleth. Now and 
through eternity. -Horatius Bonar 

"God made me a new man! God has made me a new 
man!" Wonderful was the experience that had come 
in answer to prayer, yet so simple as almost to baffle 
description. Do you know, I now think that this 
striving, longing, hoping for better days to come is 
not the true way to holiness, happiness or useful- 
ness. It is better, no doubt, far better than being 
satisfied with poor attainments, but not the best way 



after all. I have been struck with a passage from a 
book entitled Christ is All. It says. 

Has Most Of Christ Within 

"The Lord Jesus received is holiness begun; the Lord 
Jesus cherished is holiness advancing; the Lord 
Jesus counted upon as never absent would be holi- 
ness complete. He is most holy who has most of 
Christ within, and joys most fully in the finished 
work." To let my loving Savior work in me His will, 
my sanctification, is what I would live for by His 
grace. Abiding, not striving nor struggling; looking 
off unto Him; trusting Him for present power; rest- 
ing in the love of an almighty Savior, in the joy of a 
complete salvation, "from all sin" — this is not new, 
and yet 'tis new to me .... Christ literally all seems 
to me, now, the power, the only power for service, 
the only ground for unchanging joy. 

How then to have our faith increased? Only by 
thinking of all that Jesus is and all He is for us: His 
life. His death. His work. He Himself as revealed to 
us in the Word, to be the subject of our constant 



thoughts. Not a striving to have faith . . . but a look- 
ing off to the Faithful One seems all we need; a rest- 
ing in the Loved One entirely, for time and eternity. I 
looked to Jesus, and when I saw oh, how joy flowed! 

Resting In Jesus 

It was resting in Jesus now, and letting Him do the 
work which makes all the difference. Whenever he 
spoke in meetings after that, a new power seemed to 
flow from him, and in the practical things of life a 
new peace possessed him. Troubles did not worry 
him as before. He cast everything on God in a new 
way, and gave more time to prayer. 

It was the exchanged life that had come to him the 
life that is indeed "No longer I." It was a blessed 
reality "Christ liveth in me." And how great the 
difference! — instead of bondage, liberty; instead of 
failure, quiet victories within; instead of fear and 
weakness, a restful sense of sufficiency in Another. 

Agonized, Fasted, Strove... 
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Perhaps I may make myself more clear if I go back a 
little. I prayed, agonized, fasted, strove, made reso- 
lutions, read the Word more diligently, sought more 
time for meditation but all without avail. Every day, 
almost every hour, the consciousness sin oppressed 
me. 

Abide In Christ 

I knew that if only I could abide in Christ all would 
be well, but I could not. I would begin the day with 
prayer, determined not to take my eye off Him for a 
moment, but pressure of duties, sometimes very 
trying, and constant interruptions apt to be so wear- 
ing, caused me to forget Him. Then one's nerves get 
so fretted in this climate that temptations to irritabil- 
ity, bad thoughts and sometimes unkind words are 
all the more difficult to control. Each day brought its 
register of sin and failure, of lack of power. To will 
was indeed "present with me," but how to perform I 
found not. 

Then came the questions, is there no rescue? Must it 
be thus to the end — constant conflict, and too often 
defeat? Instead 
of growing 
stronger, I 
seemed to be 
getting weaker 
and to have 
less power 
against sin; and 
no longer, for 
faith and even 
hope were 

getting low. I 

hated myself, I 

hated my sin, yet gained no strength against it. I felt 
I was a child of God. His Spirit in my heart would 
cry, in spite of all, "Abba, Father." But to rise to my 
privileges as a child, I was utterly powerless. 

I Knew I Was Powerless 

I knew I was powerless. I told the Lord so, and 
asked Him to give me help and strength. Sometimes 
I almost believed that He wold keep and uphold 
me; but on looking back in the evening — alas! There 
was but sin and failure to confess and mourn before 
God. And yet, never did Christ seem more precious; 
a Savior who could and would save such a sinner! 
And sometimes there were seasons not only of 
peace but of joy in the Lord; but they were transi- 
tory, and at best there was a sad lack of power. 

All the time I felt assured that there was in Christ all 
I needed, but the practical question was — how to 
get it out. He was rich truly, but I was poor; He was 
strong, but I weak. I knew full well that there was in 
the root, the stem, abundant fatness, but how to get 
it into my puny little branch was the question. As 
gradually light dawned, I saw that faith was the 
only requisite — was the hand to lay hold on His 
fullness and make it mine. But I had not this faith. 



''The sweetest part, is the 
rest which full identifica- 
tion with Christ brings. I 
am no longer anxious 
about anything../' 



"But how to get faith 
strengthened? Not by 
striving after faith, but by 
resting on the Faithful 
One..." 



I strove for faith, but it would not come; I tried to 
exercise it, but in vain. Seeing more and more the 
wondrous supply of grace laid up in Jesus, the full- 
ness of our precious Sav- 
ior, my guilt and help- 
lessness seemed to in- 
crease. Sins committed 
appeared but as trifles 
compared with the sin of 
unbelief which was their 
cause, which could not or 
would not take God at His 
word. I prayed for faith, 
but it came not. What was 
I to do? When my agony 
of soul was at its height, a 

sentence in a letter from dear McCarthy was used to 
remove the scales from my eyes, and the Spirit of 
God revealed to me the truth of our oneness with 
Jesus as I had never known it before. 

How To Get Faith 

"But how to get faith strengthened? Not by striving 
after faith, but by resting on the Faithful 
One." As I read, I saw it all! "If we be- 
lieve not, he abideth faithful." I looked 
to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, 
how joy flowed)! That He had said, "I 
will never leave thee." "Ah, there is 
rest!" I thought. "I have striven in vain 
to rest in Him. I'll strive no more. For 
has not He promised to abide with 
me — never to leave me, never to fail 
me?" And, He never will. 



members) so long as we keep within the limits of 
Christ's credit — a tolerably wide limit! 



As I thought of the Vine and the 
branches, what light the blessed Spirit poured direct 
into my soul! How great seemed my mistake in 
wishing to get the sap, the fullness out of Him! I 
saw not only that Jesus will ever leave me, but that I 
am a member of His body, of His flesh and of His 
bones. The vine is not the root merely, but all — root, 
stem, branches, twigs, leaves, 
flowers, fruit. And Jesus is not 
that alone — He is soil and sun- 
shine, air and showers, and ten 
thousand times more than we 
have ever dreamed, wished for 
or needed. Oh, the joy of seeing 
this truth! I do pray that the 
eyes of your understanding too 
may be enlightened, that you 
may know and enjoy the riches 
freely given us in Christ. 

To Be A Member Of Christ! 

It is a wonderful thing to be really one with a risen 
and exalted Savior, to be a member of Christ! Think 
what it involves. Can Christ be rich and I poor? Can 
your right hand be rich and your left poor? Or your 
head be well fed while your body starves? No more 
can your prayers or mine be discredited if offered in 
the name of Jesus (i.e., not for the sake of Jesus 
merely, but on the ground that we are His, His 



The sweetest part, is the rest 
which full identification with 
Christ brings. I am no longer 
anxious about anything, as I 
realize this; for He, I know, is 
able to carry out His will, 
and His will is mine. It 
makes no matter where He 
places me, or how. That is 
rather for Him to consider 
than for me; for in the easiest 
position He must give me 
His grace, and in the most 
difficult His grace is sufficient. So, if God should 
place me in serious perplexity, must He not give me 
much guidance; in positions of great difficulty, 
much grace; in circumstances of great pressure and 
trials, much strength? No fear that His resources 
will prove unequal to the emergency! And His re- 
sources are mine, for He is mine, and is with me and 
dwells in me. And since Christ has thus dwelt in my 
heart by faith, how happy I have been! ... I am no 
better than before. In a sense, I do not wish to be, 
nor am I striving to be. But I am dead and buried 
with Christ — ay, and risen too! And now Christ lives 
in me, and "the life that I now live in the flesh, I live 
by faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me." 

God Has Made Us One With Him 

Do not let us consider Him as far off, when God has 
made us one with Him, members of His very body. 
Nor should we look upon this experience, these 
truths, as for the few. They are the birthright of 
every child of God, and no one can dispense with 
them without dishonoring our Lord. The only 
power for deliverance from sin or for true service is 
Christ. And it is all so simple and practical! "But are 
you always conscious of this abiding in Christ?" Mr. 

Taylor was asked many 
years later. "While 
sleeping last night," he 
replied, "did I cease to 
abide in your home 
because I was uncon- 
scious of the fact? We 
should never be con- 
scious of not abiding in 
Christ." 



"Do not let us consider 
Him as far off when God 
has made us one with 
Him, members of His very 
body...." 



I change. He changes 
not; The Christ can 

never die: His truth, not mine, the resting place; His 

love, not mine, the tie. 



J. Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) - Protestant Chris- 
tian missionary to China, and founder of the China 
Inland Mission, bringing over 800 missionaries to the 
country. 
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Who Would Be Useful 

"Do not get discouraged because you cannot do as well as someone else. God has 
a work for you to do, and no one else can do it... " 



You Are Of No Use 

DOES THE DEVIL EVER tempt you to 
feel that you are of no use and can do 
nothing? Every genuine Christian 
wants to be useful, fruit-bearing, and a 
soul-winner. This desire is characteris- 
tic of the new nature, received at con- 
version. When Paul was converted, he 
wanted to go back to Jerusalem and 
tell all his old friends about it, that 
they, too, might be saved. When you 
were converted your heart went out to 
God for the salvation of your friends, 
and you tried to so live your life be- 
fore them that they would be brought 
to Jesus, and it is largely this desire for 
usefulness and the salvation of others 
that has led you to become a soldier or 
an officer. But now that you are fairly 
in the Army and in its work, do you 
ever feel that you are useless; that you 
can do nothing; that your words are 



powerless to lead people to Jesus? 

Do not get discouraged because you 
cannot do as well as someone else. 
God has a work for you to do, and no 
one else can do it; not even the Gen- 
eral can do it. God meant that work 
for you and you for that work, and if 
you do not do it, it will never be done. 
The thing then for you to do is to go to 
God and thank Him for what gifts you 
have and for giving you some work to 
do, and then ask Him for wisdom to 
do it bravely, faithfully and wisely, 
and He will surely be with you. 

Promises And Examples 

Secondly, encourage your poor, trem- 
bling heart with the promises and 
examples in the Bible. Here is a prom- 
ise for you, 'Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the 



Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord' (1 
Cor. XV. 58). The devil tells you that 
your labour is vain, but God says it is 
not. Believe God, my brother, and go 
on with your work. Again the Lord 
says, 'Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap' (Gal. vi. 7). David 
tried on Saul's armor, but he could not 
fight in that, so he laid it aside and 
went out against the giant in the name 
of the Lord, with his sling and a 
smooth stone out of the brook and 
slew him. 

Much Secret Prayer 

Be a man of much secret prayer, my 
brother. Acquaint yourself with God; 
take time to listen to His voice; read 
your Bible; love it, pray over it; read 
good books; familiarize yourself with 
the 'Orders and Regulations for Sol- 
diers,' by the General, and you will get 



your mind stored with truths that will 
be to you as David's smooth stones, 
and God will surely use you and make 
you a blessing. And this may be your 
experience, my brother, my sister, if 
you utterly forsake sin, consecrate 
yourself fully to the interests of Jesus, 
steadfastly believe and continue in 
prayer. God said to Moses, 'I will be 
with thy mouth' (Exod. iv. 12), and He 
will say the same to you if you wait on 
Him. He is no respecter of persons. 



Samuel Logan Brengle (1860-1936) 

- An American Methodist horn in 
Indiana who joined the Salvation 
Army in the 1890s. 
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I Know Nothing Of Calvary Love 

'The hope no disappointments tire, The passion that will hum like fire; Let me 
not sink to he a clod; Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God... " 



If I Have Not Compassion 

IF I HAVE NOT compassion on my 
fellowservant, even as my Lord had 
pity on me, then I know nothing of 
Calvary love. If I can easily discuss the 
shortcomings and the sins of any; if I 
can speak in a casual way even of a 
child's misdoings, then I know noth- 
ing of Calvary love. 

If I can enjoy a joke at the expense of 
another; if I can in any way slight 
another in conversation, or even in 
thought, then I know nothing of Cal- 
vary love. If I can write an unkind 
letter, speak an unkind word, think an 
unkind thought without grief and 
shame, then I know nothing of Cal- 
vary love. If I am afraid to speak the 
truth, lest I lose affection, or lest the 
one concerned should say, "You do not 
understand," or because I fear to lose 
my reputation for kindness; if I put 



my own good name before the other's 
highest good, then I know nothing of 
Calvary love. If souls can suffer along- 
side, and I hardly know it, because the 
spirit of discernment is not in me, then 
I know nothing of Calvary love. 

If I myself dominate myself, if my 
thoughts revolve around myself, if I 
am so occupied with myself I rarely 
have "a heart at leisure from itself," 
then I know nothing of Calvary love. 
If I cannot in honest happiness take 
the second place (or twentieth); if I 
cannot take the first without making a 
fuss about my unworthiness, then I 
know nothing of Calvary love. If I do 
not give a friend "the benefit of the 
doubt," but put the worst construction 
instead of the best on what is said or 
done, then I know nothing of Calvary 
love. 



If I take offense easily; if I am content 
to continue in a cool unfriendliness, 
though friendship be possible, then I 
know nothing of Calvary love. If a 
sudden jar can cause me to speak an 
impatient, unloving word, then I 
know nothing of Calvary love. For a 
cup brimful of sweet water cannot 
spill even one drop of bitter water, 
however suddenly jolted. If I say, "Yes, 
I forgive, but I cannot forget," as 
though the God, who twice a day 
washes all the sands on all the shores 
of all the world, could not wash such 
memories from my mind, then I know 
nothing of Calvary love. 

Flame Of God 

From prayer that asks that I may be 
sheltered from winds that beat on 
Thee, From fearing when I should 
aspire. From faltering when I should 
climb higher. From silken self, O Cap- 



tain, free. Thy soldier who would 
follow Thee. From subtle love of sof- 
tening things. From easy choices, 
weakenings, (Not thus are spirits for- 
tified. Not this way went the Cruci- 
fied). 

From all that dims Thy Calvary, O 
Lamb of God, deliver me. Give me the 
love that leads the way. The faith that 
nothing can dismay. The hope no dis- 
appointments tire. The passion that 
will burn like fire; Let me not sink to 
be a clod; Make me Thy fuel. Flame of 
God. 



Amy Carmichael (1867-1951) - A 

Protestant Christian missionary in 
India. She served in India for fifty-five 
years without furlough. 



oldpathsmag.com 



19 




Awake! Awake! 




''But sin has spoiled and marred all the metaphors and figures that might be 
drawn from earth. It has so deranged the divine economy of nature..." 



i 



Sin Has Spoiled And Marred 

"Therefore let us not sleep as do others, hut let us 
watch and he soher. " —1 Thessalonians 5:6. 

WHAT SAD THING SIN hath done. This fair 
world of ours was once a glorious temple, every 
pillar of which reflected the goodness of God, 
and every part of which was a symbol of good, 
but sin has spoiled and marred all the metaphors 
and figures that might be drawn from earth. It 
has so deranged the divine economy of nature, 
that those things which were inimitable pictures 
of virtue, goodness, and divine plenitude of 
blessing, have now become the figures and rep- 
resentatives of sin. Tis strange to say, but it is 
strangely true, that the very best gifts of God 
have by the sin of man become the worst pic- 
tures of man's guilt. Behold the flood! breaking 
forth from its fountains, it rushes across the 
fields, bearing plenty on its bosom; it covers 
them awhile, and anon it doth subside and 
leaves upon the plain a fertile deposit, into which 
the farmer shall cast his seed and reap an abun- 



dant harvest. One would have called the break- 
ing forth of water a fine picture of the plenitude 
of providence, the magnificence of God's good- 
ness to the human race; but we find that sin has 
appropriated that figure to itself. The beginning 
of sin is like the breaking forth of waters. See the 
fire! how kindly God hath bestowed upon us 
that element, to cheer us in the midst of winter's 
frosts. Fresh from the snow and from the cold we 
rush to our household fire, and there by our 
hearth we warm our hands, and glad are we. Fire 
is a rich picture of the divine influences of the 
Spirit, a holy emblem of the zeal of the Christian; 
but, alas! sin hath touched this, and the tongue 
called "a fire;" "it is set on fire of hell," we are 
told, and it is so evidently full often, when it 
uttereth blasphemy and slanders; and Jude lifts 
up his hand and exclaims, when he looks upon 
the evils caused by sin, "Behold how great a 
matter a little fire kindleth." And then there is 
sleep, one of the sweetest of God's gifts, fair sleep 

"Tired nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep." 



Sleep God hath selected as the very figure for the 
repose of the blessed. "They that sleep in Jesus," 
saith the Scripture. David puts it amongst the 
peculiar gift's of grace: "So he giveth his beloved 
sleep." But alas! sin could not let even this alone. 
Sin did over-ride even this celestial metaphor; 
and though God himself had employed sleep to 
express the excellence of the state of the blessed, 
yet sin must have even this profaned, ere itself 
can be expressed. Sleep is employed in our text 
as a picture of a sinful condition. "Therefore let 
us not sleep as do others; but let us watch and be 
sober." 

An Evil To Be Avoided 

With that introduction, I shall proceed at once to 
the text. The "sleep" of the text is an evil to be 
avoided. In the second place, the word "there- 
fore" is employed to show us that there are cer- 
tain reasons for the avoiding of this sleep. And 
since the apostle speaks of this sleep with sor- 
row, it is to teach us that there are some, whom 
he calls "others," over whom it is our business to 
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lament, because they sleep, and do not watch, 
and are not sober. 



The Sleeper 

The sleeper knoweth not 
anything. Behold how the 
refuse of mankind are 
alike in this! Of some 
things they know much, 
but of spiritual things they 
know nothing; of the di- 
vine person of the ador- 
able Redeemer they have 

no idea; of the sweet en- 

joyments of a life of piety 
they can not even make a 
guess; toward the high enthusiasms and the 
inward raptures of the Christian they can not 
mount. Talk to them of divine doctrines, and 
they are to them a riddle; tell them of sublime 
experiences, and they seem to them to be enthu- 
siastic fancies. They know nothing of the joys 
that are to come; and alas! for them, they are 
oblivious of the evils which shall happen to them 
if they go on in their iniquity. The mass of man- 
kind are ignorant; they know not; they have not 
the knowledge of God, they have no fear of Je- 
hovah before their eyes; but, blind-folded by the 
ignorance of this world, they march on through 
the paths of lust to that sure and dreadful end, 
the everlasting ruin of their souls. Brethren, if we 
be saints, let us not be ignorant as are others. Let 
us search the Scriptures, for in them we have 
eternal life, for they do testify of Jesus. Let us be 
diligent; let not the Word depart out of our 
hearts; let us meditate therein both by day and 
night, that we may be as the tree planted by the 
rivers of water. "Let us not sleep as do others." 

A State Of Insensibility 

Again, sleep pictures a state of insensibility. 
There may be much knowledge in the sleeper, 
hidden, stored away in his mind, which might be 
well developed, if he could but be awakened. But 
he hath no sensibility, he knoweth nothing. The 
burglar hath broken into the house; the gold and 
silver are both in the robber's hands; the child is 
being murdered by the cruelty of him that hath 
broken in; but the father slumbereth, though all 
the gold and silver that he hath, and his most 
precious child, are in the hands of the destroyer. 
He is unconscious, how can he feel, when sleep 
had utterly sealed his senses! Lo! in the street 
there is mourning. A fire hath just now burned 
down the habitation of the poor, and houseless 
beggars are in the street. They are crying at his 
window, and asking him for help. But he sleeps, 
and what wots he, though the night be cold, and 
though the poor are shivering in the blast? He 
hath no consciousness; he feeleth not for them. 
There! take the title-deed of his estate, and burn 
the document. There! set light to his farm-yard! 
burn up all that he hath in the field; kill his horse 



''They are standing on the 
brink of hell, but they 
tremble not; the anger of 
God is burning against 
them../' 



and destroy his cattle; let now the fire of God 
descend and burn up his sheep; let the enemy 
fall upon all that he hath and devour it. He 

sleeps as soundly as if he 
were guarded by the 
angel of the Lord. 



Such are the refuse of 
mankind. But alas! that 
we should have to in- 
clude in that word "re- 
fuse" the great bulk 
thereof! How few there 
are that feel spiritually! 
^ They feel acutely enough 

any injury to their body, 
or to their estate; but alas! for their spiritual con- 
cerns they have no sensation whatever! They are 
standing on the brink of hell, but they tremble 
not; the anger of God is burning against them, 
but they fear not; the sword of Jehovah is un- 
sheathed, but terror doth not seize upon them. 
They proceed with the merry dance; they drink 
the bowl of intoxicating pleasure; they revel and 
they riot, still do they sing the lascivious song; 
yea, they do more than this; in their vain dreams 
they do defy the Most High, whereas, if they 
were once awakened to the consciousness of 
their state, the marrow of their bones would 
melt, and their heart would dissolve like wax in 
the midst of their bowels. They are asleep, indif- 
ferent and unconscious. Do what you may to 
them; let every thing be swept away that is hope- 
ful, that might give them cheer when they come 
to die, yet they feel it not; for how should a 
sleeper feel anything? But, "Therefore let us not 
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be so- 
ber." 

Inactivity in Sleep 

Now, I come to give another meaning to the 
word "sleep." I hope there have been some of my 
congregation who have been tolerable easy 
whilst I have described the first three things, 
because they have thought that they were ex- 
empt in those matters. But sleep signifies also 
inactivity. The farmer can not plow his field in 
his sleep, neither can he cast the grain into the 
furrows, nor watch the clouds, nor reap his har- 
vest. The sailor can not reef his sail, nor direct his 
ship across the ocean, whilst he slumbereth. It is 
not possible that on the Exchange, or the mart, or 
in the house of business, men should transact 
their affairs with their eyes fast closed in slum- 
ber. It would be a singular thing to see a nation 
of sleepers; for they would be a nation of idle 
men. They must all starve; they would produce 
no wealth from the soil; they would have noth- 
ing for their backs, nought for clothing and 
nought for food. But how many we have in the 
world that are inactive through sleep! Yes, I say 
inactive. I mean by that, that they are active 
enough in one direction, but they are inactive in 
the right. Oh how many men there are that are 



totally inactive in anything that is for God's 
glory, or for the welfare of their fellow creatures! 
For themselves, they can "rise up early, and sit 
up late, and eat the bread of carefulness;" — for 
their children, which is an alias for themselves, 
they can toil until their fingers ache — they can 
weary themselves until their eyes are red in their 
sockets, till the brain whirls, and they can do no 
more. But for God they can do nothing. Some say 
they have no time, others frankly confess that 
they have no will: for God's church they would 
not spend an hour, whilst for this worlds pleas- 
ure they could lay out a month. For the poor they 
can not spend their time and attention. They may 
haply have time to spare for themselves and for 
their own amusment; but for holy works, for 
deeds of charity, and for pious acts they declare 
they have no leisure; whereas, the fact is, they 
have no will. 

Professing Inactive Christians 

Behold ye, how many professing Christians there 
are that are asleep in this sense! They are inac- 
tive. Sinners are dying in the street by hundreds; 
men are sinking into the flames of eternal wrath, 
but they fold their arms, they pity the poor per- 
ishing sinner, but they do nothing to show that 
their pity is real. They go to their places of wor- 
ship; they occupy their well-cushioned easy pew; 
they wish the minister to feed them every Sab- 
bath; but there is never a child taught in the 
Sunday-school by them; there is never a tract 
distributed at the poor man's house; there is 
never a deed done which might be the means of 
saving souls. We call them good men; some of 
them we even elect to the office of deacons; and 
no doubt good men they are; they are as good as 
Anthony meant to say that Brutus was honor- 
able, when he said, "So are we all, all honorable 
men." So are we all, all good, if they be good. But 
these are good, and in some sense — good for 
nothing; for they just sit and eat the bread, but 
they do not plow the field; they drink the wine, 
but they will not raise the vine that doth produce 
it. They think that they are to live unto them- 
selves, forgetting that "no man liveth unto him- 
self, and no man dieth unto himself." Oh, what a 
vast amount of sleeping we have in all our 
churches and chapels; for truly if our churches 
were once awake, so far as material is concerned, 
there are enough converted men and women, 
and there is enough talent with them, and 
enough money with them, and enough time with 
them, God granting the abundance of His Holy 
Spirit, which he would be sure to do if they were 
all zealous — there is enough to preach the gospel 
in every corner of the earth. The church does not 
need to stop for want of instruments, or for want 
of agencies; we have everything now except the 
will; we have all that we may expect to give for 
the conversion of the world, except just a heart 
for the work, and the Spirit of God poured out 
into our midst. Oh! brethren, "let us not sleep as 
do others." You will find the "others" in the 



oldpathsmag.com 



21 



church and in the world: "the refuse" of both are 
sound asleep. 



Be Sober 

Oh! I might especially 
urge this precept upon 
you at this time, my dear 
friends. We have hard 
times coming, and the 
times are hard enough 
now. Let us be sober. The 
fearful panic in America 
has mainly risen from 
disobedience to this com- 
mand — "Be sober;" and if 
the professors of America 
had obeyed this commandment, and had been 
sober, the panic might at any rate have been 
mitigated, if not totally avoided. Now, in a little 
time, you who have any money laid by will be 
rushing to the bank to have it drawn out, be- 
cause you fear that the bank is tottering. You will 
not be sober enough to have a little trust in your 
fellow-men, and help them through their diffi- 
culty and so be a blessing to the commonwealth. 
And you who think there is anything to be got 
by lending your money at usury will not be con- 
tent with lending what you have, but you will be 
extorting and squeezing your poor debtors, that 
you may get the more to lend. Men are seldom 
content to get rich slowly, but he that hasteth to 
be rich shall not be innocent. Take care, my 
brethren — if any hard times should come, if 
commercial houses should smash, and banks be 
broken — take care to be sober. There is nothing 
will get us over a panic so well as every one of us 
trying to keep our spirits up — ^just rising in the 
morning and saying; "Times are very hard, and 
to-day I may lose my all; but fretting will not 
help it; so just let me set a bold heart against 
hard sorrow, and go to my business. The wheels 
of trade may stop; I bless God, my treasure is in 
heaven; I can not be bankrupt. I have set my 
affections on the things of God; I can not lose 
those things. There is my jewel; there is my 
heart!" Why, if all men could do that, it would 
tend to create public confidence; but the cause of 
the great ruin of many men is the covetousness 
of all men, and the fear of some. If we could all 
go through the world with confidence, and with 
boldness, and with courage, there is nothing in 
the world that could avert the shock so well. 
Come, I suppose, the shock must; and there are 
many men now present, who are very respect- 
able, who may expect to be beggars ere long. 
Your business is, so to put your trust in Jehovah 
that you may be able to say, "Though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea, God is my refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble; therefore 
will I not fear;" and doing that, you will be creat- 
ing more probabilities for the avoidance of your 
own destruction than by any other means which 
the wisdom of man can dictate to you. Let us not 



''Oh! sleep not, soldier of 
the cross! To sleep in war- 
time is utterly inconsis- 
tent. God forbid that we 
should slumber../' 



be intemperate in business, as are others; but let 
us awake. "Let us not sleep" — not be carried 
away by the somnambulism of the world, for 
what it is better than 
that? — activity and greed 
in sleep; "but let us watch 
and be sober." Oh, Holy 
Spirit, help us to watch 
and be sober. 



Children Of The Day 



I And now, if you look to 
the text again, you will 
find there another argu- 
ment. "Let us, who are of 
the day, be sober, putting 
on the breastplate of faith and love." So, then, it 
seems, it is war-time; and therefore, again, it is 
unseemly to slumber. There is a fortress, yonder, 
far away in India. A troop of those abominable 
Sepoys have surrounded it. Blood thirsty hell- 
hounds, if they once gain admission, they will 
rend the mother and her children, and cut the 
strong man in pieces. They are at the gates: their 
cannon are loaded, their bayonets thirst for 
blood, and their swords are hungry to slay. Go 
through the fortress, and the people are all 
asleep. There is the warder on the tower, nod- 
ding on his bayonet. There is the captain in his 
tent, with his pen in 
his hand, and his 
dispatches before 
him, asleep at the 
table. There are sol- 
diers lying down in 
their tents, ready for 
the war, but all slum- 
bering. There is not a 
man to be seen keep- 
ing watch; there is not 
a sentry there. All are 
asleep. Why, my 

friends, you would say, "Whatever is the matter 
here? What can it be? Has some great wizard 
been waving his wand, and put a spell upon 
them all? Or are they all mad? Have their minds 
fled? Sure, to be asleep in wartime is indeed 
outrageous. Here! take down that trumpet; go 
close up to the captain's ear, and blow a blast, 
and see if it does not awake him in a moment. 
Just take away that bayonet from the soldier that 
is asleep on the walls, and give hin a sharp prick 
with it, and see if he does not awake." But surely, 
surely, nobody can have patience with people 
asleep, when the enemy surround the walls and 
are thundering at the gates. 

Now, Christians, this is your case. Your life is a 
life of warfare; the world, the flesh, and the devil; 
that hellish trinity, and your poor flesh is a 
wretched mudwork behind which to be in- 
trenched. Are you asleep? Asleep, when Satan 
has fire-balls of lust to hurl into the windows of 
your eyes — when he has arrows of temptation to 



"Your business is, so to 
put your trust in Jehovah 
so you can say, 'Though 
the earth be removed, God 
is my refuge.'..." 



shoot into your heart — when he has snares into 
which to trap your feet? Asleep, when he has 
undermined your very existence, and when he is 
about to apply the match with which to destroy 
you, unless sovereign grace prevents? Oh! sleep 
not, soldier of the cross! To sleep in war-time is 
utterly inconsistent. Great Spirit of God forbid 
that we should slumber. 

Bring Out Your Dead! 

But now, leaving the chapter itself, I will give 
you one or two other reasons that will, I trust, 
move Christian people to awake out of their 
sleep. "Bring out your dead! Bring out your 
dead! Bring out your dead!" Then comes the 
ringing of a bell. What is this? Here is a door 
marked with a great white cross. Lord, have 
mercy upon us! All the houses down that street 
seem to be marked with that white death cross. 
What is this? Here is the grass growing in the 
streets; here are Cornhill and Cheapside de- 
serted; no one is found treading the solitary 
pavement there is not a sound to be heard but 
those horse-hoofs like the hoofs of death's pale 
horse upon the stones, the ringing of that bell 
that sounds the death-knell to many, and the 
rumbling of the wheels of that cart, and the 
dreadful cry, "Bring out your dead! Bring out 
your dead! Bring out your dead!" Do you see that 
house? A physician lives there. 
He is a man who has great 
skill, and God has lent him 
wisdom. But a little while ago, 
whilst in his study, God was 
pleased to guide his mind, 
and he discovered the secret 
of the plague. He was plague- 
smitten himself, and ready to 
die; but he lifted the blessed 
phial to his lips, and he drank 
a draught and cured himself. 



Can You Imagine It? 

Do you believe what I am about to tell you? Can 
you imagine it? That man has the prescription 
that will heal all these people; he has it in his 
pocket. He has the medicine which, if once dis- 
tributed in those streets, would make the sick 
rejoice, and put that dead man's bell away. And 
he is asleep! he is asleep! He is asleep! O ye 
heavens! why do ye not fall and crush the 
wretch? O earth! how couldst thou bear this 
demon upon thy bosom? Why not swallow him 
up quick? He has the medicine; he is too lazy to 
go and tell forth the remedy. He has the cure, and 
is too idle to go out and administer it to the sick 
and the dying! No, my friends, such an inhuman 
wretch could not exist! But I can see him here to- 
day. There are you! You know the world is sick 
with the plague of sin, and you yourself have 
been cured by the remedy which has been pro- 
vided. 
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The Precious Gospel 

There is the precious gospel; you do not go and 
put it to the Hps of a sinner. There is the all- 
precious blood of Christ; you never go to tell the 
dying what they must do to be saved. The world 
is perishing with worse than plague: and you are 
idle! And you are a minister of the gospel; and 
you have taken that holy office upon yourself; 
and you are content to preach twice on a Sunday, 
and once on a weekday, and there is no remon- 
strance within you. You never desire to attract 
the multitudes to hear you preach; you had 
rather keep your empty benches, and study pro- 
priety, than you would once, at the risk of ap- 
pearing over-zealous, draw the multitude and 
preach the word to them. You are a writer; you 
have great power in writing; you devote your 
talents alone to light literature, or to the produc- 
tion of other things which may furnish amuse- 
ment, but which can not benefit the soul. You 
know the truth, but you do not tell it out. The 
death-bell is ringing even now; hell is crying out, 
howling with hunger for the souls of men. "Bring 
out the sinner! Bring out the sinner! Bring out the 
sinner! Let him die and be damned!" And there 
are you, professing to be a Christian, and doing 
nothing which might make you the instrument 
of saving souls — never putting out your hand to 
be the means in the hand of the Lord, of plucking 
sinners as brands from the burning! Oh! May the 
blessing of God rest on you, to turn you from 
such an evil way, that you may not sleep as do 
others, but may watch and be sober. The world's 
eminent danger demands that we should be 
active and not be slumbering. 

Where Are You? 

Hark how the mast creaks! See the sails there, 
rent to ribbons. Breakers ahead! She will be on 
the rocks directly. Where is the captain? Where is 
the boatswain? Where are the sailors? Ahoy 
there! Where are you? Here's a storm come on. 
Where are you? You are down in the cabin. And 
there is the captain in a soft sweet slumber. There 
is the man at the wheel, as sound asleep as ever 
he can be; and there are all the sailors in their 
hammocks. What! and the breakers ahead? 
What! the lives of two hundred passengers in 
danger, and here are these brutes asleep? Kick 
them out. What is the good of letting such men 
as these be sailors, in such a time as this espe- 
cially? Why, out with you! If you had gone to 
sleep in fine weather we might have forgiven 
you. Up with you, captain! What have you been 
at? Are you mad? But hark! the ship has struck; 
she will be down in a moment. Now you will 
work, will you? Now you will work, when it is of 
no use, and when the shrieks of drowning 
women shall toll you into hell for your most 
accursed negligence, in not having taken care of 
them. Well, that is very much like a great many 
of us, in these times too. 



This proud ship of our commonwealth is reeling 
in a storm of sin; the very mast of this great na- 
tion is creaking under the hurricane of vice that 
sweeps across the noble vessel; every timber is 
strained, and God help the good ship, or alas! 
none can save her. And who are her captain and 
her sailors, but ministers of God, the professors 
of religion? These are they to whom God gives 
grace to steer the ship. "Ye are the salt of the 
earth;" ye preserve and keep it alive, O children 
of God. Are ye asleep in the storm? Are ye slum- 
bering now? If there were no dens of vice, if 
there were no harlots, if there were no houses of 
profanity, if there were no murders and no 
crimes, oh! ye that are the salt of the earth, ye 
might sleep; but to-day the sin of London crieth 
in the ears of God. This behemoth city is covered 
with crime, and God is vexed with her. And are 
we asleep, doing nothing? Then God forgive us! 
But sure of all the sins he ever doth forgive, this 
is the greatest, the sin of slumbering when a 
world is damn- 
ing — the sin of being 
idle when Satan is 
busy, devouring the 
souls of men. "Breth- 
ren, let us not sleep" 
in such times as 
these; for if we do, a 
curse must fall upon 
us, horrible to bear. 



sonally to me by somebody." And he turns 
round; he takes him by the hand and says, "My 
dear young brother, I am so glad I spoke to you; 
it makes my poor old heart rejoice to think that 
the Lord is doing something here still. Now, do 
not be cast down; for you know, "This is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.'" The young man puts his handkerchief to 
his eyes, and after a minute, he says, "I wish you 
would let me call and see you, sir." " O! you 
may," he says. He talks with him, he leads him 
onward, and at last by God's grace the happy 
youth comes forward and declares what God has 
done for his soul, and owes his salvation as 
much to the humble instrumentality of the man 
that helped him as he could do to the preaching 
of the minister. Beloved brethren, the bridegroom 
Cometh! Awake! Awake! The earth must soon be 
dissolved, and the heavens must melt! Awake! 
Awake! O Holy Spirit arouse us all, and keep us 
awake. 



''Never putting out your 
hand to be the means in 
the Lord, of plucking sin- 
ners as brands from the 
burning../' 



Unconverted Sinner 



You Can Not Serve 
God By Proxy 



Ah! sirs, but you can not serve God by proxy; 
what the minister does is nought to you; you 
have your own personal duty to do, and God has 
given you a precious promise. It is now on your 
heart. Will you not turn round to your next 
neighbor, and tell him that promise? O! there is 
many an aching heart that aches because of our 
idleness in telling the good news of this salva- 
tion. "Yes," says one of my members, who always 
comes to this place on a Sunday, and looks out 
for young men and young women whom he has 
seen in tears the Sunday before, and who brings 
many into the church, "yes, I could tell you a 
story. He looks a young man in the face, and 
says, "Haven't I seen you here a great many 
times?" " Yes." "I think you take a deep interest in 
the service, do you not?" "Yes, I do: what makes 
you ask me that question?" "Because I looked at 
your face last Sunday, and I thought there was 
something at work with you." "O! sir," he says, 
"nobody has spoken to me ever since I have been 
here till now, and I want to say a word to you. 
When I was at home with my mother, I used to 
think I had some idea of religion; but I came 
away, and was bound apprentice with an un- 
godly lot of youths, and have done everything I 
ought not to have done. And now, sir, I begin to 
weep, I begin to repent. I wish to God that I 
knew how I might be saved! I hear the word 
preached, sir, but I want something spoken per- 



And now I have no time for 
the last point. My fellow sin- 
ner, thou that art this day un- 
converted, let me say six or 
seven sentences to thee, and 
thou shalt depart. Uncon- 
verted man! unconverted 
woman! you are asleep today, 
as they that sleep on the top of 
the mast in time of storm; you are asleep, as he 
that sleeps when the water-floods are out, and 
when his house is undermined, and being car- 
ried down the stream far out to sea; you are 
asleep, as he who in the upper chamber, when 
his house is burning and his own locks are singe- 
ing in the fire, knows not the devastation around 
him; you are asleep — asleep as he that lies upon 
the edge of a precipice, with death and destruc- 
tion beneath him. One single start in his sleep 
would send him over, but he knows it not. Thou 
art asleep this day; and the place where thou 
sleepest has so frail a support that when once it 
breaks thou shalt fall into hell: and if thou wak- 
est not till then, what a waking it will be! "In hell 
he lifted up his eyes, being in torment;" and he 
cried for a drop of water, but it was denied him. 
"He that belie veth in the Lord Jesus Christ, and is 
baptized shall be saved; he that believeth not 
shall be damned." This is the gospel. Believe ye 
in Jesus, and ye shall "rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory." 



C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) - One of the most fa- 
mous pulpit preachers in England in the 1800's. 
Known as the 'prince of preachers' till this day. His 
books and sermons are still in circulation today. 
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Quotable Quotes... 



C.H. Spurgeon 

"Unless we have the spirit of 
the prophets resting upon us, 
the mantle which we wear is 
nothing but a rough garment 
to deceive. We ought to be 
driven forth with abhorrence 
from the society of honest 
men for daring to speak in the 
name of the Lord if the Spirit 
of God rests not upon us." 



Billy Sunday 

"If you're not meeting the 
Devil head on, then you're 
going in the same direction." 



Walter Chantry 

"It is imperative that preach- 
ers of today learn how to 
declare the spritual law of 
God; for, until we learn how to 
wound consciences, we shall 
have no wounds to bind with 
Gospel bandages." 



C.H. Spurgeon 

"The great reason why we 
have so little good preaching 
is that we have so little piety. 
To be eloquent one must be 
in earnest; he must not only 
act as if he were in earnest, or 
try to be Iri^mesX, but be in 
earnest." 



John Wesley 

"Preach 90% Law and 10% 
grace." 
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